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Gods prince: The life of David ③ 
  
INTRODUCTION｜Friendship with Johnathan 
 
The Bible talks a lot about friendship, both friendship between people and friendship with God. Let's look at those 2 
kinds of friendship as discussed in scripture and highlight 3 points. First, friendship is a relationship that opens the heart 
and causes transparency. Second, I want us to think about David and Jonathan's friendship and see how it is expressed 
concretely in what is described as a covenant. Thirdly, I'd like us to reflect on the process that help mature friendship. 
Accordingly, we can face our friendships with positivity and truth. 
 
SCRIPTURE｜ 1 Samuel 18:1-4 / 20:1-17
 
1As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan 
loved him as his own soul. 2 And Saul took him that day and would not let him return to his father's house. 3 Then 
Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his own soul. 4 And Jonathan stripped himself of 
the robe that was on him and gave it to David, and his armor, and even his sword and his bow and his belt. 
  
1 Samuel 20:1-17 20 Then David fled from Naioth in Ramah and came and said before Jonathan, “What have I done? What is my 
guilt? And what is my sin before your father, that he seeks my life?” 2 And he said to him, “Far from it! You shall 
not die. Behold, my father does nothing either great or small without disclosing it to me. And why should my father 
hide this from me? It is not so.” 3 But David vowed again, saying, “Your father knows well that I have found favor 
in your eyes, and he thinks, ‘Do not let Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved.’ But truly, as the Lord lives and as 
your soul lives, there is but a step between me and death.” 4 Then Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you say, I will 
do for you.” 5 David said to Jonathan, “Behold, tomorrow is the new moon, and I should not fail to sit at table with 
the king. But let me go, that I may hide myself in the field till the third day at evening. 6 If your father misses me at 
all, then say, ‘David earnestly asked leave of me to run to Bethlehem his city, for there is a yearly sacrifice there for 
all the clan.’ 7 If he says, ‘Good!’ it will be well with your servant, but if he is angry, then know that harm is 
determined by him. 8 Therefore deal kindly with your servant, for you have brought your servant into a covenant of 
the Lord with you. But if there is guilt in me, kill me yourself, for why should you bring me to your father?” 9 And 
Jonathan said, “Far be it from you! If I knew that it was determined by my father that harm should come to you, 
would I not tell you?” 10 Then David said to Jonathan, “Who will tell me if your father answers you roughly?” 11 
And Jonathan said to David, “Come, let us go out into the field.” So they both went out into the field. 
12 And Jonathan said to David, “The Lord, the God of Israel, be witness![a] When I have sounded out my father, 
about this time tomorrow, or the third day, behold, if he is well disposed toward David, shall I not then send and 
disclose it to you? 13 But should it please my father to do you harm, the Lord do so to Jonathan and more also if I 
do not disclose it to you and send you away, that you may go in safety. May the Lord be with you, as he has been 
with my father. 14 If I am still alive, show me the steadfast love of the Lord, that I may not die; 15 and do not cut 
off[b] your steadfast love from my house forever, when the Lord cuts off every one of the enemies of David from 
the face of the earth.” 16 And Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “May[c] the Lord take 
vengeance on David's enemies.” 17 And Jonathan made David swear again by his love for him, for he loved him as 
he loved his own soul. 
 
QUESTIONS｜ 
 
1: (18:1-4)What kind of picture is painted describing the relationship of David and Jonathan? What can we see that is 

uniquely characteristic about their relationship? 
 
 
2: For a friendship like that of David and Jonathan’s to develop, hearts must be connected, transparency must available and 

truth must be defining. For you, what does a truth and transparency in friendship or in a love relationship mean? 
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3: (18:3, 20:16) It's written that David and Jonathan became friends by way of a covenant. When it says covenant, what is 
being emphasized? Look at 20:1-17 and discuss how friendship is described 

 
 
4: Jesus called his disciples friends. Discuss how Jesus views friendship (reference John 15:13-15) 
 
 
5: (18:4, 20:4, 20:14-16) As you read these verses what did you think about Jonathan and David? In seeing how these 

etched out a vision together what can we learn about friendship? 
 
 
6: Lift up a friend's name in prayer. Is there a friend you would like to share the gospel with? Share and pray together. 
 
 
REFERENCES｜ 
 
John 15:13-15  13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what 
I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants,for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 
 
PRAYER｜ 
 
•God in Christ has given us friendship like David and Jonathan. Pray in thanksgiving that you have a friendship with 
God that can never be broken and have living joy in Christ. Pray that you continue to walk faithfully together with Christ 
in friendship. 
 
•Even as we fail and in lack of faith go behind the back of Christ, he nonetheless by grace remains with us, helps us 

encourages us and protects us and continues to walk with us. Confess and repent of you lack of faith and pray that we 
can respond to Jesus’ invitation to friendship. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 
 
Grace City Gospel Choir (9/26) 
Lunchtime meetings(Kudanshita 9/27, Otemachi 9/29) 
Obento Project (10/1) 
Walk through the Bible (10/2) 
Sunday worship (10/2) 
Lunchtime meeting (10/4 Akasaka, 10/5 Kasumigaseki, 10/6 Otemachi) 
Walk through the bible (10/9) 
Sunday Worship (10/9) 


