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Gospel Partnership ② 
  
INTRODUCTION｜The idol of money 

 
As we continue to think through “gospel partnership” our text brings us to think about the use of money and possessions. 
In particular I want to think about our weakness with money as problems arise. First, I want us to think about the true 
treasure of our lives. Secondly, I'd like us to think about what we replace God with when times get difficult and when 
problems arise. Thirdly, in contrast to these things I want us to think about the way toward resolving problems which is 
the purpose of our lives. 
 

SCRIPTURE｜Matthew 6: 19-34
 

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in 
and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.22 “The eye is the 
lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy,your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are 
unhealthy,your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that 
darkness!24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted 
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 
the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your life? 28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. 
They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 
30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he 
not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own. 
 
QUESTIONS｜ 

 
1: (19-24) “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth” and “store up in heaven” are different in what ways? Compare 

and contrast meaning of  “treasure” in those two different ways of living. 
 
 
2: If God Himself is not our treasure money or possessions will become our God. Why does this happen? What are the 

problems that hear idols manifest? (Reference Francis Schaefer) 
 
 
3: (25-30)Hearts that are separated from God have worry and anxiety take root in them causing them to loom toward money 

and possessions for fulfillment and safety. Why does Jesus say do not worry? (Reference Tim Keller) 
 
 
4: (31-34) What does Jesus promise if reference to to our worry? (Ref Matt 7:7-8) 
 
 
5: In order to “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” how, and at what points do you think your life should 

be effected or changed as you partner with Jesus? 
 
 

ｃ 
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REFERENCES｜ 

 
Francis Schaffer  
There are many miserly people that seek only self interest and personal prosperity. The drive toward Material prosperity 
is overwhelms a person such that their lives are directed to get more and more stuff to build on what they already have. 
So, success is defined as the happiness built on accumulating material possessions. 
 
Timothy Keller, “Reason for God”, pp.162,171   
So, according to the Bible, the primary way to define sin is not just the doing of bad things, but the making of good 
things into ultimate things. It is seeking to establish a sense of self by making something else more central to your 
significance, purpose, and happiness than your relationship to God. 

…Sin is not simply doing bad things, it is putting good things in the place of God. So the only solution is not simply to 
change our behavior, but to reorient and center heart and life on God. 
 
Matthew 7:7-8   
7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who 
asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 
 
 

PRAYER｜ 

 

•Heavenly Father, you know not only what we need but you know what is best and only give us those things. Not money 
or possessions but desire the God of fullness. Rejoice, praise and glorify God himself. 

 

•What do you fear? As you think on your anxieties and worries give them over to the Alford. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 
Grace City Choir: Recruiting Members, concert on 5/21 

Lunchtime meetings: (3/15 Kasumigaseki, 3/16 Otemachi) 

Obento Project (3/18) 

Sunday Worship (3/9 KDDI Hall) 

Men’s Dinner Discussion (3/19) 

Lunchtime Meetings(3/21 Akasaka, 3/22 Marunouchi, 3/23 Otemachi) 

Sunday worship (3/26 Combined worship at 2:00pm KDDI Hall) 


