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Romans 3:1-20 “Faithfulness of God / Knowledge of Sin” 
 

(Introduction) 
As you know, the Bible says that we are “sinners.”  That is the basic root problem of our lives.  

Many people are acquainted with this message, but the truth is that it is not a popular teach-
ing. 

 
I became a Christian when I was 15.  When I was a first-year high school student, I was told 

by my language teacher. “I hate Christianity.  Christianity calls people sinners.  Who in the 
world do think they are?  I’ve never even been close to committing a crime.  I don’t say 
things behind people’s backs.  I haven’t caused trouble for which I need to apologize.  In 
spite of all that, I don’t appreciate that Christianity still teaches that I am a sinner.” 

 
This teacher was also my basketball coach.  Because I wanted to go to church on Sundays, 

I had to quit because there were always practices and games on Sundays.  Because my 
teacher was in a bad mood when I quit, he made an example of me in class, and his dis-
like of Christianity grew. 

 
In today’s Bible verses that we will read together, it says, “There is no one who is righteous, not 

even one.”  Because every person is a sinner, that is the basis for our mistakes in life.  Even 
though it hurts to hear this message, let’s have the willingness to look at it.  If we are hungry to 
learn about the problem of sin, our eyes will be opened to the magnificence of the Bible mes-
sage. 

 
Romans 3:1-20 
 
1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2 Much in every way. 
To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What if some were unfaith-
ful? Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? 4 By no means! Let God be true 
though every one were a liar, as it is written, 

“That you may be justified in your words, 
    and prevail when you are judged.” 

5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? That 
God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.) 6 By no means! For then how 
could God judge the world? 7 But if through my lie God's truth abounds to his glory, why am I still 
being condemned as a sinner? 8 And why not do evil that good may come?—as some people 
slanderously charge us with saying. Their condemnation is just. 

No One Is Righteous 
9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, 
both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: 

“None is righteous, no, not one; 
11     no one understands; 
    no one seeks for God. 
12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 
    no one does good, 
    not even one.” 
13 “Their throat is an open grave; 
    they use their tongues to deceive.” 
“The venom of asps is under their lips.” 
14     “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
16     in their paths are ruin and misery, 
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17 and the way of peace they have not known.” 
18     “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by 
works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin. 

 
Romans 3:1-20 
 
From these verses, I want to make three points.  First of all, the truth of God is clearly revealed in 

spite of the lies of people.  God is a truthful person who accomplished a wonderful salvation.  
Secondly, all people are sinners.  There is no one who is righteous.  All people are looking out 
for themselves and are selfish. 

 
Then thirdly, salvation is brought to us because of the grace of a truthful God.  Because of the 

gospel of Jesus, and the power of the Spirit, our hearts are transformed.  So, #1, God’s truth 
(for example, even though we are sinners, God is still truthful or faithful).  Then, #2, the aware-
ness of sin (everyone is a sinner, and so there is no one who is righteous).  Finally, the grace of 
the gospel (the gospel of Jesus and the Spirit cause us to know and to seek God). 

 
1. God’s truthfulness (faithfulness) toward the sinner 
 
What Paul is taking up at the beginning of Romans 3 is the apparent argument of the Jews in 

pointing out those who are sinners.  Paul points out that this is dead orthodoxy and formalistic.  
It is a religious observance of the law, but it is not a proper lifestyle filled with love.  It is a spirit 
of pride that is double-tongued, defensive, separating the inner from the outer self and puts 
on a different front than the real intentions.  They are proud of their circumcision and being 
the chosen people of God, and because of that they look down on others.   

 
Brothers and sisters, often when in a similar way our mistakes and faults and problems and mis-

understandings are pointed out, we feel discomfort.  For example, even if it is a valid criticism, 
we are irritated and angry and feel bad.  It is difficult to accept.  Instead, we seek to protect 
ourselves by raising opposing arguments. 

 
What were the opposing arguments of the Jews?  According to Paul, without a doubt, this is 

what they were saying.  “If you are going to go so far as to point out people’s sins and to look 
down on them, then do Jews themselves really have any advantage over others?  If they are 
sinners themselves in spite of being circumcised, then this sign of God’s covenant with them 
has no meaning (verse 1). If the Jews as the chosen people of God are untruthful and unright-
eous, then in the end, isn’t it God who made a mistake in choosing them (verse 3)?  

 
And, as Paul says, if in spite of my sin and unrighteousness, God through Jesus gives forgiveness, 

love and wonderful salvation (in other words, God’s righteousness is clearly revealed), then 
isn’t His holiness and anger in convicting us nonsense?  I can’t understand it (verse 5).  And, if 
God’s truth abounds more and more through my lies, or “why not do evil so that good may 
come” as some people say.  The more sin increases, the more God’s truth and glory will be 
clearly shown (verses 7,8). 

 
What Paul is taking up here can be applied to our situation in a lot of ways.  When our sin or our 

problems are revealed, what kind of reaction is easy for us to have?  Don’t we want to argue 
that our intentions have been to live in the right way?  Even though we have been baptized, 
if we are called sinners, it makes our righteous way of living of no value and invalidates our 
baptism.  Do we get upset and defiant? 
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When our unrighteous or our mistakes are clearly shown, do we not blame it on the surround-
ings, bad conditions or do we not shift the responsibility to those around us or those on our 
team?  On top of all that, if God is really in control of everything, then actually he is the one to 
blame for not being faithful.  I often hear these kind of accusations. 

 
As it says in Genesis 3, when the first sin came to light, the man said to God, “The woman 

you gave to me too the fruit from that tree and gave it to me, and I ate.” (Gen. 3:12)  The 
one who brought this woman to me was you God.  Therefore, the sin is because of You 
God.  We fabricate a story of this being God’s fault. 

 
Or, we have a tendency to sit back and say, “If God is loving and forgiving and righteous, I 

can’t imagine that he would ever get angry.”  Our thought in that is that because of what 
the Bible says about salvation and God’s truth in spite of our sin and deception, then there will 
be no judgment.  Its okay even if we do wrong things.  Our thought is that if we attend wor-
ship and pray and give offerings, then this offsets our sin.  This is called cheap grace. 

 
My brothers and sisters, God is a truthful person.  On the other hand, in spite of our sin, God, with 

his love and forgiveness does not abandon his promises to us.  His Word even now among us is 
continuing to have an impact.  We can return to His Word at any time.  No matter how un-
faithful we may be, God is faithful to His promises.  He will absolutely never make void the 
commitment of love made to us in His Word. 

 
Yet, at the same time, God is holy and righteous.  He will clearly reveal truth, judge sin and con-

vict falsehood.  For our sake and for the sake of this world, he will carry out justice.  No matter 
what reason we may come up with, God will not be silenced.  Rather, even through our un-
righteousness, the light of God’s glory will likely be illuminated.  Fortunately for us, currently 
God’s ultimate judgment is being suspended (Romans 2:16). 

 
2. The awareness of sin 
 
Based on what I’ve said, please understand clearly what the influence of sin is.  The Bible de-

clares that both Jews and also Greeks; all people are in sin.  In other words, there is no discrim-
ination or inequality.  Even though the Jews have received circumcision as a nation chosen 
by God, it does not make them superior to sinners, albeit forgiven sinners. 

 
No one likes to know the reality of sin.  It wounds our dignity as people.  However, it is by no 

means a negative thing.  If we know how we are being mistaken, we can improve.  Actually, 
the term “sin” is used in Romans for the first time, here in verse 9, “all people are under sin.” 

 
In Greek, sin is “hamartia”, which means to “miss the mark.”  Have you ever done Kyudo, or 

Japanese archery?  You aim for the center of the target and let the arrow fly, and likely find it 
difficult to hit the mark.  That is how we are portrayed in our situation of being separated from 
God, and thus headed in a dangerous (irreparable) direction. 

I did Japanese archery one time.  I pulled back the tightly strung bowstring and of course 
aimed at the center of the target and let go.  I envisioned the arrow with a beautiful arc 
hitting the center of the target.  However, contrary to my intention, not only did I miss the 
target, the arrow flew over the roof of the archery building and spectacularly hit the car 
in the adjacent property.  Fortunately, it left only a light scratch.  However, through that I 
realized in a strange manner what it means for us to miss the mark in relation to what sin is.   

 
Let’s look again at verses 10-18.  The influence of sin is clearly explained. 

 
“None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.  All have 
turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.  
Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.  The venom of asps is un-
der their lips.  Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.  Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
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in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they have not known.  Their is no 
fear of God before their eyes.”  (This is all a quote from the Old Testament.) 

 
How does being separated from God and missing the mark influence our lives and affect our 

daily lifestyle?  Our identity (self-awareness) as in the concept that “no one is righteous” is 
skewed (broken).  Everyone is guilty when we stand before God in a court of law.  We all 
have a warped (distorted) image of God.   

 
Also, our understanding and our knowledge is also warped.  No one has a correct knowledge 

of God.  When we begin to have discussions about God, among scholars everyone is voicing 
their own opinion, and there is not a bit of unity.  Even the motives of our hearts in seeking 
God are only ways of trying to please ourselves.   

 
Even our intentions and consciences are lost and wandering.  Those who are volunteers and 

politicians have noble ambitions and pure intentions when they start out, and so why do they 
fall into corruption before they know it?  They are seeking after their own good and lose their 
concept of good.  From our mouths come words that are false, words that hurt and even kill. 

 
How about our relationships with people?  They have already broken down and fallen into 

greedy arguments.  In the end, the relationship with God collapses.  We cry out “God is dead.  
There is no God.”  We try and become God. 

 
“Our ambition to control makes us internally pregnant with self-denial.  When we grasp a 

hold of control, everything gets messed up and chaotic.”  (Alister McGrath) 
 
We lose our fear of God, and isn’t the desire to become like God the way of self-denial?  We 

are trying to deny our own humanness.  Controlling the world like God is clearly beyond our 
capability.  We cannot bear it.  It is much too hard and heavy for us.  Everything becomes 
senseless and chaotic.   

 
3. The grace of the gospel 
 
As bad as this sounds, the sins of people is not the worst situation.  Everybody tells lies, but not 

everybody commits murder.  Evil is spreading, but a faithful God is still preserving the earth.  
We are sinners, but there is one who is good.  We are falling into dysfunction, but there is a 
moral law. 

 
If we try and illustrate people’s sinful condition, its like saving mud out of a puddle and put-

ting it in a cup.  At first, the mud is getting brown and cloudy.  If you hold it up to the light, 
you can’t see through it.  If you leave it for 24 hours, the mud begins to settle at the bot-
tom and a clear, transparent layer emerges at the top.  Furthermore, if you leave it for 
two days, you can transfer the clear liquid to another cup.  Then if you put that cup up to 
the light, you can see through it clearly to the other side.  Would you drink that water?  If 
you did, you would probably get sick and die. 

 
That is our sinful condition. (verses 19,20) 

 
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God.  For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through 
the law comes knowledge of sin.   

 
Brothers and sisters, we are all sinners placed under God’s judgment.  This is the bad news.  No 

one through good works or religion or through observing God laws will be saved.  Rather, it is 
the law that convicts us and implants the awareness of sin in us.  We don’t have the means of 
salvation. 
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This is like when a doctor discovers a disease and then makes a diagnosis.  The patient recog-

nizes the sickness and allows the doctor to give treatment.  It is utterly wrong to insist that 
there is no sickness.  To put off treatment will only speed up the time of death.  Therefore, my 
brothers and sisters, recognize the serious of sin.  Stop trying to fix yourself.  It is essential that 
you recognize your sin, and give yourself over to Jesus who is the doctor of your soul. 

 
Luke 5:31,32  And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no need of a physi-
cian, but those who are sick.  I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repent-
ance.” 

 
If you have a clear awareness of your sin, there is good news.  With this awareness of your sin, if 

you will give up defending yourself, God has prepared a superior lawyer who will defend you 
in court.  Jesus Christ will defend you and win a verdict of not guilty. 

 
In a criminal case, the one accused of a crime will always have a lawyer.  If the accused 

does not have the means to hire a lawyer, the State will select a defender.  This is an or-
ganized way of holding a trial and delivering a verdict.  If the accused or the suspect 
does not have financial means, the court will provide a defender.  Of course, the ac-
cused cannot choose his own defender.  He cannot change defenders.  Some of these 
defenders do not have much experience and are immature in the ability to be a de-
fender.  What should we do if a trial case does not stand because of an incompetent de-
fender? 

 
However, my brothers and sisters, God has set up for us the best lawyer there is.  If you will rec-

ognize that “every person is under sin”, and humble yourself as one of those sinners, there is 
one who will defend you.  If you recognize that you can no longer make excuses as a sinner, 
and close your mouth and stop trying to defend yourself (there will be no public defender 
provided), God will provide his divinely chosen lawyer Jesus to save you. 

 
Jesus is so passionate that he will give his life to save you.  He doesn’t only defend you.  He sac-

rificed his own life in place of yours.  Furthermore, he knows all the details of your sin.  He is 
aware that you are guilty.   

 
That is how much he loves you, so that he would sacrifice his life on the cross so that you would 

be forgiven.  He has declared you not guilty, and set you free.  If you will admit your sin and 
come to Jesus, he is faithful and will bless you! 
 
(Prayer) 
 
Father in heaven, I praise Your holy name.  You are faithful, and I thank you that in love you 

are guiding all things.  Even though we are sinners and unfaithful, your faithfulness does not 
change, and you sent your Son Jesus for us.  We are sinners before You, a holy God.  Send your 
Spirit to help us repent instead making excuses and defending ourselves.  We recognize our sin 
and believe in you.  Please transform our hearts that are distorted and filled with sin.  I pray in 
the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 


