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②Christ’s Crucifixion and Resurrection – The Gospel of John  
  

 

INTRODUCTION｜Complete Salvation  

 

This passage describes the death of Jesus on the cross from an eyewitness’ point of view. First, let’s focus on the 

accomplishment of salvation as Jesus said: “It is finished”, while on the cross. Our salvation is complete, thanks to the 

cross! Secondly, Jesus’ death on the cross has the power to change our lives. Our walk is not led by fear and uncertainty, 

our life can be changed and filled with bold happiness. Finally, let’s see how Jesus’ sacrifice fills our relationships and 

community with love and renews them. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE｜ John 19: 23-42 
 

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, 

with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 24 “Let’s 

not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This happened that the scripture might be 

fulfilled that said, “They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.” So this is what the soldiers 

did. 25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 

26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here 

is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am 

thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop 

plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed 

his head and gave up his spirit. 31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. 

Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have 

the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who 

had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was 

already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a 

sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows 

that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the scripture 

would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the 

one they have pierced.” 38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a 

disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the 

body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus 

brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped 

it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where 

Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 

Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

 

 

QUESTIONS｜ 

 

1: (verses 26-27, 28, 30) What did Jesus say on the cross? What does it mean? (reference: the 7 words Jesus said on the 

cross) 

 

2: There are many references to the Old Testament in this passage. It is emphasized that Jesus’ death on the cross 

happened because it was God’s plan. Jesus died after declaring: “It is finished.” How does Jesus’ death on the cross 

accomplish our salvation? How does it bring consolation and hope? (reference: Psalm 22: 18, 69: 21, 34: 20) 

 

3: (verses 38-39) Who did take Jesus’ body to bury it? Why were their hearts transformed to the point they could take 

such a risk and act so boldly? 
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4: How are our hearts and lives changed if we believe and accept that Jesus’ death on the cross was the accomplishment 

of God’s plan? If there is something in particular that you would like to be changed in your heart, please share and pray 

about it. 

 

5: (verses 26-27) Jesus entrusted his mother Mary to the disciple whom he loved, John. This represents the birth of a new 

community. Let’s think about the problems and challenges this new situation can produce. 

 

6: Taking Jesus’ cross as a model, how would you like to reproduce Jesus’ self-sacrificing love in our own community? 

 

 

REFERENCES｜ 

 

The 7 words Jesus said on the cross 

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting 

lots. (Luke 23: 34) 

Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23: 43) 

When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your 

son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. (John 19: 26, 27) 

And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?”). (Mark 15: 34) 

“I am thirsty.” (John 19: 28) 

“It is finished.” (John 19: 30) 

Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his 

last. (Luke 23: 46) 

 

Psalm 22: 18 

They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment. 

 

Psalm 69: 21 

They put gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my thirst.  

 

Psalm 34: 18 

He protects all his bones, not one of them will be broken.  

 

 

PRAYER｜ 

 

・We can be thankful and praise God because we are completely delivered from sin and death thanks to Jesus’ 

sufferings and sacrifice on the cross. Jesus accomplished what we could not do because he loves us. Our sins are forgiven, 

we have a new hope and access to eternal life. Halleluiah!  

 

・Thanks to Jesus’ love and sacrifice for us, we can build our life based on his cross. If there are areas of your life you 

would like to be transformed, please share about these and pray for each other. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 

Hiking (21), lunch time meeting (22 Kudanshita, Akasaka, 23 Marunouchi, Kasumigaseki, 24 Otemachi), spring lunch time meeting 

party (24), Good Friday service (25)  

Easter worship & fellowship (27), Grace kids eggs hunt (27), lunch time meeting (31 Otemachi), obento project (4/2) 

 

 


