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Isaiah: Herald of Good News 
Isaiah 40:1-11 

 
Introduction 
I bet you hear a lot of news everyday. And not just news related to current events like 
Corona and the Olympics, but personal news is important, too, like the results of a job 
evaluation. Those results might include criticism or praise of your character and 
behavior, and even negative rumors about you. Our heart will respond differently based 
on the kind news we get. We may be filled with joy or sadness or anger. We may be 
shocked or flustered or anxious. 
 
Have you heard any good news lately? My daughter is due to have a baby next week, 
so I am eagerly waiting for that big news. 
 
I also recently had a chance to talk to an old friend over Zoom, and found out that since 
last year, he sometimes participates in our livestream services. I shared with him how 
Corona has made me feel demotivated, and that I feel awkward preaching to a 
camera every week. Because he has experience suffering with chronic depression, he 
was able to advise me on caring for my mental health. 
 
Today, we’re going to be looking at the prophet Isaiah, and looking once again at 
God’s good news for us. However, in order to really be filled with hope, in order for our 
hearts to really dance upon hearing this good news, we actually have to hear a bit of 
bad news first. This is because the only kind of heart that can receive the healing that 
comes from God’s good news is a heart that has been broken by sin. This is the message 
of Isaiah.  
 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 
 
3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together,  
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
 
6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it;  
surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 
9 Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; 
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; 
say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 
10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 
behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
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he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 
 
Our first point today is, everyone needs to have an encounter with God, and when you  
encounter God, you will begin to live as you were originally intended to live. Second,  
we’ll hear the good news Isaiah proclaims in the passage we just read. This good news  
exchanges our sin for blessing, and transforms the lives of those who believe it. And lastly,  
we’ll look at what it means to live in light of this good news. To be led by God’s Word,  
and to relish the peace of God’s love. So we’ll look at 1. an encounter with God,  
2. the good news, and 3. the gospel way of life. 
 
 
1. An Encounter with God 
Isaiah was a prophet from the 8th-7th century BC in the southern kingdom of Judah, 
particularly in the capital, Jerusalem. Isaiah communicated God’s word to the people, 
telling of God’s holiness and the good news of his salvation. Isaiah’s name itself comes 
from a phrase meaning ‘God saves.’ Especially in the second half of Isaiah, from 
chapter 40 onward, he speaks prophetically of the good news of God’s salvation that 
Jesus would accomplish in the future, long after Isaiah’s time.  

40:1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has 
received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 

 
How on earth could Isaiah have preached about good news in his time? Isaiah began 
his work as a prophet near the end of King Uzziah’s long 52 year reign. At that time, the 
politics of the country was corrupt,  injustice and exploitation were rampant in society, 
and idolatry was widespread. It would have been hard to find any spark of hope. 
 
Moreover, the major powers of the time, Assyria to the north and Egypt to the south, 
were constantly invading. The northern kingdom of Israel was on the verge of being 
conquered by Assyria (722 BC), and Jerusalem was sometimes besieged and invaded as 
well. The emerging nation of Babylon was waiting in the wings to usurp Assyria and 
Egypt, and had its eyes on conquering Judah. 
 
How could Isaiah confidently preach a message of comfort and hope during this time of 
unease and hardship? I think it can be explained by looking at the story of how he was 
called to a prophet. 

6:1  In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the 
seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 
covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and 
the house was filled with smoke.  

 
Isaiah began preaching good news as a prophet after having an encounter with the 
holy God. When we have an encounter with God, we see ourselves as we truly are. And 
when we continually encounter God, we are able to live the life we were intended to 
live. This holds true no matter who you are. 
 
Of course, not everyone is going to witness a miraculous manifestation of God’s 
presence in the same way Isaiah did. Isaiah’s encounter with God was unique to him. 
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And, in the same way, God reveals himself to each of us uniquely, too. He speaks to us in 
just the right way, and is working to renew our lives in a way that is a perfect fit for each 
of us.  

 
I know of a person who was interested in Christianity, who had been reading the Bible 
and attending worship services, but hadn’t yet become convinced of God’s existence. 
One day, they came to church in the midst of a big fight with their significant other, and 
God really touched their heart and revealed himself to them during the praise and 
worship time. Another person I know was really plagued by anxiety and fear, and their 
life was filled with lies and pride because they endlessly sought praise and success in 
their job. They encountered Jesus through a Bible study, and received a new identity as 
a child of God. With their newfound joy and confidence in Christ, they were able to 
engage their work in a new way.  
 
When you encounter (and continue to encounter) the sovereign ruler of the world who 
gave life to each of us, you discover your life’s purpose and what you are working for. At 
the same time, you are able to see that the fundamental problem in your life is sin, and 
you can repent from it and be born again through God’s forgiveness. You come to 
understand the true meaning of your life and your work, and, just like Isaiah, you find 
your calling from God. 

6:5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
of hosts!” 
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he 
had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: 
“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned 
for.” 

 
When Isaiah encountered God, he realized the depth of his own sinfulness. When we 
recognize our own smallness, our dirty condition, and our sinfulness before God, God will 
touch our hearts and extend forgiveness. Unless we humble ourselves and repent like 
Isaiah, who said, “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips,” we will not 
experience the powerful work of forgiveness in our hearts. But when we do repent, God 
responds with kindness and mercy. 
 
The message of our sin and uncleanness is certainly bad news, and we don’t want to 
hear it. It damages our sense of identity and wounds our pride and self-esteem. 
However, if you admit that you are far more sinful than you think, you will overflow with 
thanksgiving for God’s abundant forgiveness, and you will be encouraged as you walk 
in God’s love. Along with Isaiah, you will say, “Here I am! Send me,” and the way you live 
your life will change. 
 
 
2. Good News 
So, what exactly is the good news that Isaiah speaks of? In chapter 40 verse 2 it says, 
“that her warfare [or hardship] is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has 
received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins.” To sum it up, Isaiah’s good news is 
peace with God, the accomplishment of God’s shalom, God’s peace doubled, as it 
were.  
 
In chapters 40-55, Isaiah prophesies about more than just the return of the Israelite 
captives from the Babylonian exile (6th century BC). At the same time, he prophesies 
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about the coming Messiah (Jesus), and how he will accomplish salvation, not just for 
Israel, but for the whole world. Chapter 56 especially focuses on blessing for all nations. 
When I was in Yokohama, we would do a yearly summer camp in Tanzawa in the 
northwestern part of Kanagawa Prefecture. Towering in the background behind Mount 
Tanzawa, we could see the magnificent Mount Fuji. From that perspective, Mount 
Tanzawa and Mount Fuji seemed really close together, but, actually, they are over 25 
miles apart. You could say that, in the same way that we can simultaneously see Mount 
Tanzawa and Mount Fuji and perceive them as close together, Isaiah was simultaneously 
seeing and prophesying about the return of the captives from Babylon and the coming 
of the Messiah. 
 
(Alec Motyer） 
The Lord has an interim plan for the consolation of his exiles in Babylon (43:14; 44:24-45:7; 
48:20-21), but he also has a second plan, bringing his word and salvation to them and to 
the whole world (42:1-4; 49:1-6; 55:1-13). 
 
The central message of this good news is that the time of God’s judgment has come to 
an end, that our sins have been atoned for and forgiven through the Messiah, and that 
God’s blessing abounds. What is necessary for this good news to come about? It’s not 
mentioned here in chapter 40, but it becomes clear in chapter 53, which talks about 
God’s suffering servant. 

53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we 
are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 
God’s suffering servant bears his people’s sickness and iniquity, he is punished by God, 
crushed and chastised for their transgressions. He becomes an atonement, surrendering 
his life to death, and he bears the sins of many people. His sacrifice brings us peace and 
healing, and many are declared righteous. This, of course, is pointing to Christ’s death on 
the cross, which accomplishes our forgiveness and brings us blessing.  
 
However, this idea of Christ’s substitutionary death might be pretty unpopular among 
modern people. This is because we tend to try to achieve happiness and blessing in two 
ways.  
 
One is to meet the standards and demands of society, to be recognized for our efforts, 
and to get praise from other people. If you make a mistake, you have to make up for 
that mistake yourself. When other people don’t live up to society's expectations, you 
insult, despise, and look down on them; and when you don’t live up to those demands, 
you become self-loathing and depressed.  
 
Or, we try to achieve happiness through living by the “go my own way” philosophy. 
Instead of having a moral obligation to meet the demands of society and those around 
us, we make living free and doing as we wish our main objective. This way of living has 
become very persuasive these days through the ideas of self-actualization and self-
enlightenment. However, this way of living can make you prone to giving in to whatever 
is important to you and can result in addiction.  
 



Worship & Fellowship Aug 1st , 2021 
Prophets Pointing to Christ ⑧ 

  

  5 

Each of these two trends have different advantages, but a big problem is that they are 
in direct conflict with each other. They view each other with contempt and hostility, and 
there can’t be any harmony between them.  
 
In Isaiah 40:2, it says Jerusalem’s warfare has ended, her iniquity has been pardoned, 
and that the blessing received from God is a double portion. The word for ‘double’ is 
only used one other time in Job 11:6, and it means something similar to ‘immeasurable.’ 
 
In Jesus’ substitutionary death, there is supreme, unfathomable love. It marks the end of 
judgement for all mankind and brings forgiveness of sins and immeasurable blessing. 
Please accept this good news and plant it deep in your hearts. Hear it, ponder it, repent 
and respond in faith. 
 
3. The Gospel Way of Life 
So then, how should a person who has encountered God and believed the good news 
live? In Isaiah 40, the good news is shared by three different voices, so let’s look at this 
question from these three perspectives. 
 
First, we’ll look at the second voice that speaks in verses 6-8. 

40:6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its 
beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it;  
surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 

This voice reveals the power, the life, and the fruit of God’s Word. A person who has 
encountered God and believed the good news will continually listen to God’s Word and 
reorient their lives accordingly. Let’s come to grips with our own fickleness and fragility, 
and so allow ourselves to be guided by the faultless Word of God. 
 
Next, let’s look at the third voice in verses 10-11. See the kind guidance and care of the 
powerful God that comes to your side. 

40:10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, 
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will 
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 

 
According to Isaiah, God is the holy creator of everything, and he wisely rules over all his 
creation even now. If that holy God were to come down, shouldn’t everything be utterly 
destroyed? However, Jesus came as the Good Shepherd, and God’s actions toward us 
are kind. As a shepherd pulls an injured sheep close to his chest and cares for its injuries, 
such is God’s attitude toward us.  
 
I’ve actually been to Israel, and I saw modern shepherds (Bedouin) herd a flock of sheep 
while riding in a Jeep. I saw a flock of about 300 sheep run down a reddish-brown rocky 
desert slope, it looked like a landslide! And there were the Bedouin, driving the flock on 
in their Jeep. However, according to the Bible, God guides us in the way of a more 
traditional shepherd. He knows each sheep by name, holds them close when they get 
injured, feeds them, and takes care of all their needs. 
 
So then, what does the first voice say? 
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40:3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for 
the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

God will accomplish his plan. The Shalom brought about by the Messiah is God’s 
business. It’s not that we don’t have a role to play, but it’s God who plans, God who 
accomplishes his salvation through the death and resurrection of Jesus, and God fills us 
to overflowing with his grace. 
 
Within that, it is our role to hear, accept, and trust the Word of God. Please open your 
heart to hear. God protects, cares, and guides us as a shepherd, so shouldn't we entrust 
our lives to God and obey him? God has accomplished all this for us, shouldn’t we 
respond by becoming a member of his business team? Use your gifts, your knowledge, 
and your talents for Gospel business. “Here I am! Send me.” 
 
 


