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Gods prince: The life of David ⑧ 
  
INTRODUCTION｜covenant of grace 
 
What we always doubt in regards to God is whether he will keep His promise. From today's scripture passage, I want us 
to look at the certainty of God’s grace. First, because God’s covenant promise of salvation is a certainty, His fulfillment 
of that promise is a certainty. Secondly, God’s promise brought grace such that we like family members have a special 
rights and relations. Thirdly, God’s covenant grace comes even to the most unsuitable and inappropriate people. 
 
SCRIPTURE｜  2 Samuel 9:1-13
 
9 And David said, “Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's 
sake?” 2 Now there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and they called him to David. And 
the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And he said, “I am your servant.” 3 And the king said, “Is there not still 
someone of the house of Saul, that I may show the kindness of God to him?” Ziba said to the king, “There is still a 
son of Jonathan; he is crippled in his feet.” 4 The king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the king, “He is 
in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar.” 5 Then King David sent and brought him from the house 
of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar. 6 And Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David 
and fell on his face and paid homage. And David said, “Mephibosheth!” And he answered, “Behold, I am your 
servant.” 7 And David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, 
and I will restore to you all the land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at my table always.” 8 And he paid 
homage and said, “What is your servant, that you should show regard for a dead dog such as I?” 9 Then the king 
called Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, “All that belonged to Saul and to all his house I have given to your 
master's grandson. 10 And you and your sons and your servants shall till the land for him and shall bring in the 
produce, that your master's grandson may have bread to eat. But Mephibosheth your master's grandson shall always 
eat at my table.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 11 Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all 
that my lord the king commands his servant, so will your servant do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David's table, like 
one of the king's sons. 12 And Mephibosheth had a young son, whose name was Mica. And all who lived in Ziba's 
house became Mephibosheth's servants. 13 So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he ate always at the king's 
table. Now he was lame in both his feet.   
 
QUESTIONS｜ 
 
1: (verses 1-3) Why do you think David wanted to give grace to Jonathan? (Ref 1 Sam 20:14-15) 
 
 
2: What risk was there in David keeping his promise? Is it easy for you to keep your promises? When is it most difficult 

for you to keep your promises? 
 
 
3: (verses 4-11) What kind of person was Jonathan's son Mephibosheth? From this, how would you describe the favor 

David gives? (Ref 2 Sam 4:4) 
 
 
4: What kind of experience did Mephibosheth have when he went out to meet David? How is the quality of The grace we 

are given in Christ made clear? 
 
 
5: Mephibosheth does not appear again in the story for a while. But, When David’s son Absalom rebelled against David, 

we see Mephibosheth make another appearance. We read how he is once more allowed to remain with his position in 
Jerusalem upon David's return. In this, how can we say God handles us? (Ref 2 Sam 16:3, 19:25,29) 
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6: it is said that David repeatedly gave “grace” (Hebrew “hesed” in verses 1,3,7 ). How can we describe that grace? How 
do you respond to the grace given you by God? 

 
 
REFERENCES｜ 
 
1 Sam 20:14-15  14 If I am still alive, show me the steadfast love of the Lord, that I may not die; 15 and do not cut off[b] your steadfast 
love from my house forever, when the Lord cuts off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth.” 
 
2 Sam 4:4  4 Jonathan, the son of Saul, had a son who was crippled in his feet. He was five years old when the news about Saul and 
Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his nurse took him up and fled, and as she fled in her haste, he fell and became lame. 
And his name was Mephibosheth. 
 
2 Sam 16:3 3 And the king said, “And where is your master's son?” Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he remains in Jerusalem, for he 
said, ‘Today the house of Israel will give me back the kingdom of my father.’ 
 
2 Sam 19: 25,29 25 And when he came to Jerusalem to meet the king, the king said to him, “Why did you not go with me, 
Mephibosheth?” 29 And the king said to him, “Why speak any more of your affairs? I have decided: you and Ziba shall 
divide the land.” 
 
 
PRAYER｜ 
 
•Lord God we praise you for the grace we have been given in the sacrifice of Christ. Think, discuss and pray together 

how you can respond to that grace. 
 
•We have not kept our promises, why have we not obeyed our God? Reflect on these things and our distrust of God and 

repent of those ways you have not been one worthy of grace. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 
 
Lunchtime meetings (11/8 Kudanshita, 11/9 Kasumigaseki, 11/10 Otemachi) 
Sunday corporate worship (11/13 Plaza ANS second floor)  
Grace City Choir (11/14) 
Lunchtime meetings (11/15 Akasaka, 11/16 Kasumigaseki, 11/17 Otemachi) 
Sunday corporate worship (11/20 The kings repentance). We will be starting 2 services 13:00 and 15:30 


