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①  The Silence of God? 
  
 
INTRODUCTION｜God Our Mother 

 

We can often have the tendency to see God as a strict father, focusing only on His strength and righteousness, 
holiness and truth. However, the Bible also uses the language of a mother and that quality of love and forgiving 
mercy. Our passage today teaches us of the character of God from three angles: 1) The mother-like qualities of God, 
2) the balance of God’s mother- and father-like qualities, and 3) the qualities of God as seen in Jesus. 
 

SCRIPTURE｜ Isaiah 49:13-18 
 

49:13 Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing! For the Lord has 
comforted his people and will have compassion on his afflicted. 14 But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me; my 
Lord has forgotten me.” 15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the son 
of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. 16 Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my 
hands; your walls are continually before me. 17 Your builders make haste; your destroyers and those who laid you 
waste go out from you. 18 Lift up your eyes around and see; they all gather, they come to you. As I live, declares 
the Lord, you shall put them all on as an ornament; you shall bind them on as a bride does. 
 
QUESTIONS｜ 

 
1: (Verse 15) Isaiah 49 prophesize the promise of restoration by God’s love and forgiveness in response to Israel’s exile 
into Babylon as a result of their unfaithfulness and inequity. How does our passage describe God? (Reference: Psalm 
22:9-10, Isaiah 66:12-13) 
 
2: The image of a strict, judging God is often attributed to Christianity. Why do you think this is? In light of our passage, 
in what way could you refer to God? (Reference: Endo Shusaku) 
 
3: (Verses 16-18) Our passage not only uses the language of a mother but also paints the picture of God as a strong father. 
In what way can we see this? 
 
4: God can be described using the strict image of a judge or king, the loving image of a father or shepherd, the image of 
forgiveness as a redeemer, or as the creator of human existence. From these four categories, which image of God are you 
most inclined to see? (Reference: Yorihiko Kawamura) 
 
5: Jesus also speaks of the mother-like characteristics of God. What hope and joy do you have by the love God has 
revealed to us in the Cross of Christ? 
 

REFERENCES｜ 

 
Psalm 22:9-10 
9 Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my mother's breasts. 10 On you was I cast from 
my birth, and from my mother's womb you have been my God. 
 
Isaiah 66:12-13 
12 For thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the nations like an 
overflowing stream; and you shall nurse, you shall be carried upon her hip, and bounced upon her knees. 13 As one 
whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
 
Endo Shusaku 
The image of a strict father and God of judgement is over emphasized in Japan. The God of Christianity is not simply a 
God of judgement. Rather, the love and forgiveness of God is of equal importance. 
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Yorihiko Kawamura 
Upon researching the ways in which Japanese Christians view God, the following four categories become clear: Japanese 
Christians either view God with the strict image of a judge or king, the loving image of a father or shepherd, the image of 
forgiveness as a redeemer, or as the creator of human existence. Among these, the most common view is of God the 
Judge or King. 
 
Matthew 23:37 
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have 
gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 
 
Endo Shusaku, Silence, p251-2 
“He made a practice of picturing the face of that man. Even now in the dark of night, that face was near to him and, 
though silent, was fixed on him with a tender gentleness. “When you are suffering,” it was as if the face said, “I too am 
suffering by your side. I will be by your side until the end.” 
 

PRAYER｜ 

 

・Give thanks to God for His exceedingly great love and grace. Let us pray for how we might respond to the love seen in 
the Cross of Christ, which cleanses us of our sin and inequity.  

 

・We have the tendency to create an image of God which is fitting and convenient to our circumstances. Thus, we must 
always return to the Bible to know the true character of God. Let us pray that we might know God deeply and truly. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 
Ishinomaki Volunteer Trip (6-9) 

 

Lunchtime Meetings (7@Akasaka, 8@Marunouchi, 9@Otemachi) 

 

Sunday Worship (12) ②The Silence of God? The Gaze of Christ (13:00 & 15:30@KDDI Hall) 

 

Prayer Meeting (12) 

 

Grace City Gospel Choir (13) 

 

Lunchtime Meeting (14@Kudanshita, 15@Kasumigaseki, 16@Otemachi) 

 

Obento Project (18) 

 

Sunday Worship (19) ③The Silence of God? The Blazing Fire of Tribulation (13:00 & 15:30@KDDI Hall) 

 

Prayer Meeting (19) 

 

  

 


