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②Art Month – HEART OF THE ARTS 「Town planning and Art」 
  

 

INTRODUCTION｜Town planning and Art 

 

Today's scripture passage describes the story of the humanity's first attempt at city building. As we read, in this city there 

is art, industry, community, agriculture and prayer. Firstly, let's look at the biblical significance of towns and cities. cities 

are deeply related to life, activity and evangelism. Secondly, let's look at the relation the city has to work, art and industry. 

These are all related to God's cultural mandate. Thirdly, let's look at important nature of prayer. Cities are spiritual 

centers, God's intervention is necessary. 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE｜ Genesis 4:17-26 
 

4.17 Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. When he built a city, he called the name of the city 

after the name of his son, Enoch. 18 To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered 

Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. 19 And Lamech took two wives. The name of the one was Adah, 

and the name of the other Zillah. 20 Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and have 

livestock. 21 His brother's name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. 22 Zillah also 

bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.23 

Lamech said to his wives:“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say:I have killed 

a man for wounding me a young man for striking me.24 If Cain's revenge is sevenfold, 

then Lamech's is seventy-sevenfold.”25 And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name 

Seth, for she said, “God has appointed[g] for me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 26 To Seth 

also a son was born, and he called his name Enosh. At that time people began to call upon the name of the Lord. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS｜ 

 

1: (verse 17) Here Can begins to build a city. Why? Compare and contrast the plan of God to the life of Cain and their 

significance on towns and cities. (Ref Genesis 1:28, 2:15, 4:13-14) 

 

2: What kind of beauty can we see in the towns and cities in which we live? How should we respect these things? How 

are sin and evil seen expressed in towns and cities? In regards to cities how can we contribute? 

 

3: (18-22) What kind of city did Cain produce? From that point to the present what has developed, how has God's 

influence been expressed and what problems are at large in towns and cities? 

 

4: In these verses, we can see that towns and cities are centers of community, industry and art. These verses also give us 

examples of these things.  All peoples whatever their station is pursuing these things. Read and discuss the quote by 

Francis Schaeffer. 

 

5: (verses 23-24) What is the meaning of Lamech's speech when talks about his life, work and city? This is the city that 

Cain had built and that bore his son's name. What do you think are the points of connection between Cain and Lamech. 

 

6: (verses 25-26) The emphasis of these verses rests on the city's establishment, development and the statement that 

"people began to call upon the name of the Lord." What does this remind you of? How can you be living your  life, doing 

your work and living in community? 
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REFERENCES｜ 

 

Genesis 1:28 

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

 

Genesis 2:15 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 

 

Genesis 4:13-14 

Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14 Behold, you have driven me today away from the 

ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will 

kill me.” 

 

Francis Schaeffer, Art and the Bible, p.94 

No work of art is more important than the Christian’s own life, and every Christian is cared upon to be an artist in this 

sense. He may have no gift of writing, no gift of composing or singing, but each man has the gift of creativity in terms of 

the way he lives his life. In this sense, the Christian’s life is to be an art work. The Christian’s life is to be a thing of truth 

and also a thing of beauty in the midst of a lost and despairing world. (Art and the Bible, p.94) 

 

 

 

PRAYER｜ 

 

・We have sinned and been separated from God yet we receive happiness and mission. We can praise the Lord that 

amidst our circumstance we can pursue community, art is produced and industry pursued. We can rejoice that we have 

once again received joy and commission. There is sin and suffering and even though attempts to fix them is largely 

unsuccessful we can nonetheless praise God through Jesus Christ. 

 

・We do not long for and work towards God's glory and for His honor. Rather we work towards our own power, 

influence and self autonomy. To these ends we produce work and art. As e remember that all creation is a gift of God 

we can be humbled and in modesty call on the name of Jesus in prayer. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 

1) Redeemer short term team (10th-19th) 

2) Mt Mitake Hiking trip (12th) 

3) Lunch time meetings ( Marunouchi and Kasumigaseki 13th, Otemachi and Akasaka 15th, Jimbocho 16th)  

4) Lunch time meeting vision party ( 14th) 

5) Heart of the Arts ( 17th at Ginza Sochiku Square)  

6) Gospel Choir (19th) 

7) Lunch time meeting (Kasumigaseki and Otemachi  21st) 

8) Obento Project (24th) 

9) Worship location (KDDI Hall 25th) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


