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Faith & Work ⑦ 
 

INTRODUCTION｜The futility of work: what is the point of futile work? 

 

Today's scripture passage should, in no way, cause us to despair.On the contrary, our experience of futile work should 
speak for another area of our life that touches the center of our being. First, Let us look at the main message of 
Ecclesiastes. Regardless to the life path, God is indispensable to us and a premise of our lives. Secondly, let us clarify 
what causes work to be futile. It's not that we just want to understand why work is difficult but also why it feels 
meaningless. Let us consider that secret thought and our worldview biblically. Thirdly, how can we truly find fulfillment? 
 

SCRIPTURE｜Ecclesiastes 2:18-26
 

18 I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who will come after me, 19 and 
who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under 
the sun. This also is vanity. 20 So I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the 
sun, 21 because sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be 
enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What has a man from all the toil and 
striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 23 For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. 
Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity. 24 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat 
and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 25 for apart from him who can eat or 
who can have enjoyment? 26 For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the 
sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and 
a striving after wind. 
 

QUESTIONS｜ 

 
1: Today's scripture passage is discussing difficult work and the meaninglessness of work. What is discussed as 

meaninglessness? Particularly focusing on the phrase “under the sun”, what is being emphasized? 
 
 
 

2: “Meaningless” is repeated over and over again and conjures negative imagery. So, what should the reader notice about 
this phrase? (Ref Ecc 12:1, 13-14 & Goki Hiroyuki) 

 
 
 
3: What is being emphasized here is that work utilizing wisdom and knowledge to do your best work and despite this 

momentous amount of hard work and success still we find meaninglessness. Why is that? Have you had that experience? 
 
 
 
4: Why, if we look for fulfillment built on hard work and success do we find nothing but meaninglessness? As you reference 

the following scripture passage think and discuss (Ecc 4:7-8) 
 
 
 
5: In what ways, despite experiencing the meaningless of hard work, can you find meaning in your life? (Ref Ecc 3:11-13) 
 
 
 
6: As you know the God of deep and bountiful grace and mercy who rules all, how does this stop the meaninglessness of 

hard work? Discuss and pray for one another concerning your places of work and other various difficulties. 
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READING｜ 

 

Ecclesiastes 12:1, 13-14 
12:1 Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near of which 
you will say, “I have no pleasure in them...13 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether good or evil. 

 
Itsuki Hiroyuki 

Is there a purpose to life? I don't think there is one. After thinking about this for decades, this has been my conclusion. 
There is no set and established purpose to life. If I were to say honestly, I'm not sure I even understand the phrase 
“purpose of life”. 

 
Ecc 4:7-8 

7 Again, I saw vanity under the sun: 8 one person who has no other, either son or brother, yet there is no end to all his 
toil, and his eyes are never satisfied with riches, so that he never asks, “For whom am I toiling and depriving myself of 
pleasure?” This also is vanity and an unhappy business. 

 

Ecc 3:11-13 
11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out 
what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12 I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful 
and to do good as long as they live; 13 also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is 
God’s gift to man. 

 

PRAYER｜ 

 

・Because God rules and reigns our lives and this world with his grace, we can work together with God even when you 
are suffering or feeling empty. Let’s pray so we can work with thankfulness and joy. 

 

・if you realize you are away from God, struggling and suffering, let us rely on God for everything by going back to Jesus. 
Let us also pray for our family and friends who are in the midst of difficult times. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 

Lunchtime meetings(6/29 Marunouchi, 6/30 Otemachi) 

Ishinomaki volunteer trip (7/1-3) 

Obento project (7/2) 

Sunday worship (7/3 at TKP Garden city Jimbocho) 

Sunday worship (7/10) 

Bible study (7/10 Walk through the Bible: lesson 1) 

Gospel Yukata concert (7/10) 

 


