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“Receiving God’s Grace” 
John 5:9-18 

 
Happy New Year! 

 
Today, I want to start by showing you a painting.  
Brothers and sisters, have you ever seen this painting before? 
 
This is Leonardo DaVinci’s debut masterpiece, called the “Annunciation”. The scene 
depicts the Angel Gabriel appearing to Mary, but there is actually something strange 
about this painting, and for a long time it was thought that da Vinci made a creative 
mistake. Have you noticed what it is? Yes, that's right. The painting is actually painted in 
an unnatural way. For example, let's look at Mary's right arm. The right arm is drawn 
longer than it should be. 
 
However, let’s take a look at this painting from the lower right angle. From this 
perspective, the length of her hand appears closer to the natural length. For those who 
are already sitting in the front right corner, it may not have appeared so strange to 
begin with. Furthermore, from this angle, items like the book stand on which the Old 
Testament is placed and the right hand of the Angel Gabriel also appear more three-
dimensional. 
Da Vinci intentionally painted this painting in such a way, because initially, the structure 
of the room in the monastery where the painting would be hung made it so that people 
would see it from the lower right angle. 
 
This painting is now in the collection of the Uffizi Gallery in Florence. Fortunately, I was 
able to see it in person a few years ago at a Saizeriya in the south exit of Shinjuku station. 
One of the things this painting teaches us is that we see things differently depending on 
where we look at them from. 
 
Likewise, when we look at the Bible from different perspectives, we can see things 
differently. 
In the Scripture we are going to read today, we will encounter three kinds of people: the 
Jews who insisted on the Sabbath, the man who was healed of his sickness, and Jesus 
Christ. By looking at the same incident from each person's point of view, it becomes 
clearer how we should receive God's grace. Let's spend some time thinking about this 
together today. 
 
Today’s Scripture is from John 5:9(latter half)-18. 
 
John 5:9-18 

5:9b The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to 
the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your 
mat.” 11 But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and 
walk.’ ” 12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?” 
13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the 
crowd that was there. 14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you 
are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went 
away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well. 
16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began 
to persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to 
this very day, and I too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; 
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not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, 
making himself equal with God. 
 
1. From the Jews’ perspective: The Blessings We Lose by Putting Deeds Before Love 
 
First, from today’s Scripture, we could see how cold the Jews were.  
 
Jesus healed and restored a man who was sick for 38 years. And He said to the 
man,  ‘Pick up your mat and walk’.  
 
A mat is like a mattress that they used to sleep outdoors. Carrying this with you on the 
Sabbath was equivalent to transporting luggage in those days, which was considered 
working on the Sabbath. 
But he had been sick for a long time, so he must have been overwhelmed with gratitude 
to Jesus for healing him. He did as Jesus told him to do and picked up his mat. 
 
Then the Jews quickly crowded him. 
In verse 10, they say, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.” 
And in verse 12, they say, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?" 
making their coldness all the more noticeable. 
 
Instead of asking, "Who is the one who made you well?" they asked, "Who is the one who 
told you, 'Pick it up and walk'. 
Despite that the man who had been sick for 38 years had been healed, the Jews were 
more concerned about the breaking of the law than the healing of the sick. 
The Jews in the Gospel of John refers to the religious leaders of the Jewish people. 
 
Although their coldness is noticeable, does that mean these religious leaders were really 
bad people? They were, in fact, very serious people. We may have a tendency to read 
them as being evil for their rigid faithfulness to the law. 
They were certainly serious, and among them, the Pharisees were popular with the 
people because they applied the law to civil life. The way they took religion seriously is 
similar to the way we try to do so in our own lives. The problem that all of us here often 
have when we try to take religion more seriously is illustrated here. That is, we lose sight of 
grace. 
 
Faithfulness to the Law, like that of the Jews we read about today, is also depicted in 
Victor Hugo's epic novel, Les Miserables. 
The protagonist, Jean Valjean, spent 19 years in prison for stealing a single loaf of bread. 
When he is finally released from prison, he is soon pursued by a policeman named Javert 
for stealing a silver coin. This policeman, Javert, was what we call a lawman, a man who 
wanted to protect the social order through law. This kind of policeman is trusted by good 
ordinary citizens. One day, however, a riot breaks out in France. Javert goes to the 
scene to quell the riots. However, the enemy finds out that he was a policeman, and he 
is taken prisoner by the enemy. The one who saves him is not a fellow policeman, but the 
hero, Jean Valjean, who is supposed to be his adversary. For this policeman, until then, 
the law was the right thing to do and the best way to save the world. But it was the 
lawbreaker who had saved him. The compassion in Jean Valjean's heart saves the man. 
For Javert, it comes as a big shock because he had thought that salvation was in the 
law. 
 
The Jews we read about today also put the law first. My point is not that we don't have 
to follow the law. Both Jesus and the Jews valued the Law. But when we put only the law 
first, there are things we lose sight of because of it. That is the heart of love and 
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compassion. Furthermore, it prevents us from recognizing the blessings that come from it. 
The Jews did not see the greatness of the grace that healed a man who had been sick 
for 38 years. Likewise, all of us here can lose sight of the same grace in our lives. Whether 
we are serving at church or at work, there are times when we are working so hard that 
we fail to see the blessings that God has given us. 
 
2. From the perspective of the healed person: God wants us to receive and rejoice in His 
grace. 
 
In contrast, how about the other man who was healed? 
 
Let’s look at verse 15:  
15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him 
well. He told the Jews that Jesus was the one who healed him and told him to 'take it up 
and walk'. This led to Jesus being persecuted. 
 
At first glance, it may look like this man is doing the wrong thing. 
But would God have expected more consideration from a man who had been sick for 
38 years and could not move freely? This man expresses something different from the 
condition of the heart of the Jewish leaders. 
If we look at verse 15 again, we see the words, "He told the Jews that Jesus was the one 
who healed him" While the Jews focused on who told him to  “take it up and walk”,  this 
healed man focuses on the grace that Jesus has given him, saying, "Jesus healed me.” 
 
We don't know how far the man went in his faith after this, but we can at least see that 
this man received the grace that comes from the love of Jesus and found great joy in it. 
 
In the Bible, one of the things that God asks us to do is to receive His Grace. Grace is 
God’s loving eyes looking over us, and His works, based on that love.   
 
When I was a child, my parents spent a lot of money on me. They made me take a lot of 
lessons. I took calligraphy, English, abacus, and attended cram school. In addition to 
basketball, I learned track and field and swimming. To be honest, none of it has stuck 
with me much.  
We were not a wealthy family with a lot of money. We lived in an apartment complex, 
and although the rent was cheap, we still didn't have enough money. Both my parents 
worked, and my father even worked on Saturdays. 
 
I didn't get to travel much with my family. But instead, they let me learn a lot and they let 
me eat whatever I wanted. If I wanted to go to a soba restaurant, they would take me 
to eat at a soba restaurant; if I wanted pizza, they would order it through delivery. And if 
I wanted yakisoba, my mother would buy me the brand, Peyoung at the supermarket 
because there were no good Chinese restaurants. (I was in elementary school at the 
time, and when I told my mother that the quantity was too small, she bought me two the 
next time, which happened to be too much.) Thanks to this, to this day, Peyoung is still 
my favorite yakisoba. 
 
One day, I asked my mother, "Why do you spend so much money on your children? She 
replied, "Parents are always happiest when they see their children happy.” When I look 
back on my life, there were times when I hated my parents, left home and lived a selfish 
life, but even so, I think I was blessed with great parents and a good family. 
There is something similar about the grace that Jesus gives to us. Grace is the expression 
of God’s love towards us and His Works based on that love.   
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God has offered us a way of life in which He Himself is the sacrifice. That is what Jesus did 
on the cross, and that is what He did for this sick man. Jesus was persecuted because of 
what this man said, but the work of self-sacrificial love was given to this man. Just as this 
man was willing to accept Jesus' words to take up his mat and walk on it, we should 
accept the sacrificial work that Jesus does for us. That is what God wants us to do. 
 
3. Jesus Christ’s Perspective: The One Who Always Gives Blessings 
 
So far, we have looked at grace, comparing the perspective of the Jewish leaders and 
the man who was healed. 
Finally, let's look at the grace Jesus gives us! 
To the Jewish leaders who accused Jesus of breaking the Sabbath, Jesus says in verse 
17, “ “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working. 
 
Through this statement, we can see, at least, two things. 
The first is that Jesus does not need to keep the Sabbath. We tend to have the 
misconception that the Sabbath is a day to take rest. Originally, the Sabbath was set 
aside for man to turn his thoughts to the rule of God. The Sabbath is a day for us to 
remember that God is the source of order in the world and our Savior. For this reason, 
God commanded us to stop working. God gave us the Sabbath for our sake, but God 
does not need the Sabbath. 
 
Secondly, God is the one who is always working for us and giving us blessings. In fact, it 
says, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.” 
However, in the Old Testament, we read that God finished His work of creation in six days 
and rested on the seventh day. One might think that God needs the Sabbath as well. 
However, the word "Sabbath" also means "to stay". When the ancient peoples read this 
part in Genesis, they thought it meant that God dwelt in His temple, because in the 
ancient world, the gods rested only in their temples. 
 
And in the ancient world, the gods lived in their temples, where they ruled over their own 
worlds. Against this backdrop, "God rested on the seventh day" can be interpreted to 
mean that God made this created world a temple, dwelt in it, and began to rule it. If we 
think of it that way, it means that God has been constantly working and ruling since the 
seventh day until now. If the God of the Bible, who created everything, were to stop 
working, the universe would stop moving. God is still working all the time, making the rain 
fall and the grass grow. God is working not only with nature, but with us as well. 
 
There is a word that describes the nature of God. 
Just as the nature of burning is fire, and the nature of cold is snow, so the nature of God 
is to work. God has an eternal working nature. 
In other words, we can understand that God is a constant giver of blessings. 
Essentially, when we stop working on the Sabbath, we are still receiving blessings. This is 
because on the Sabbath, we focus on God's work, His work, and His Word that He gives 
us. But the Jewish leaders we looked at today had lost sight of that grace. 
 
<Application> 
 
Still, don’t we lose sight of the grace that comes from the God who is always at work? 
We are given so many blessings, but we often lose sight of them. 
There are times when my wife and I get into a fight. We lose sight of grace in the 
moment. This is especially true when we go back to my wife's parents' home in the 
United States. In the early days of our marriage, we often got into fights because we 
were both tired. A few years after we got married, we had one of the biggest fights we 
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have ever had at my wife's parents' house. At that time, my wife said, "We’re getting a 
divorce.” And I was so angry that I thought to myself, "Sure, let’s get a divorce!” 
And as we continued to fight, I prayed to God. 
 
"God, I honestly can't contain my frustration. Should I get a divorce now? Please give me 
a better woman next time!" I was embarrassed to say such a prayer. But right after that, 
God showed me something. It was not that I had gotten my wife on my own, but that 
God had given her to me, and all I had to do was to be grateful for the blessings and to 
love her. 
In retrospect, it was God's blessing that was given to me in prayer, but I now believe that 
this whole process, including the quarrels, was a blessing from God. 
 
Of course, some of you here may react differently to similar circumstances than I did, 
and each of you will have different indications. No matter what kind of life we lead, God 
is still at work, orchestrating the entire process. 
Jesus says to us, "I am always at work.” 
There is so much grace right in front of us. 
If you think you don't have grace, maybe you just don't see it. 
In our lives, we are given many new things by God. And He is already working on many 
things for us. 
 
Let us walk with God this week, keeping our eyes on the blessings He gives us. 
 
 


