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Matthew 21:1-11 “ King mounted on a donkey ” 

 

(Introduction) 

・From today, let's study the Bible together in a series, that is, Who is Jesus? Anxiety and worrisome 

caused by the coronavirus are widespread. What does it mean to rely on Jesus in this situation? If 

we believe in Jesus, how can we face this crisis? And who is Jesus in the first place? 

・The following New City Catechism (Christianity Q&A) came into my mind. 

Q: What is our only hope in life and death? (生きるにも死ぬにも、私たちのただ一つの希望は何ですか?) 

A: That we are not our own but belong, body and soul, both in life and death, to God and to 

our Savior Jesus Christ. (それは私たちが私たち自身のものではなく、生きるにも死ぬにも、体も魂も神のものであり、

私たちの救い主イエス・キリストのものであることです。) 

・Brothers and sisters, who is Jesus? Today let’s take a look at the episode in which Jesus appeared 

like a king when he went to Jerusalem, but who appeared as a king on a donkey. 

 

[Matthew 21: 1-11]  The Triumphal Entry 

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 

disciples,  

2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with 

her. Untie them and bring them to me.  

3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.  

7 They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them.  

8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 

the road. 

9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”  

10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?”  

11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

 

 

・Let's figure out what kind of king Jesus is for us from this Bible in the following three points. First, Jesus 

is the king of the world that governs everything. The Lord uses everything for good, even with the 
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things that we can't control it. 

・Second, the kingship and work of Jesus brings peace through humbleness and meekness that 

beyond our understanding. Because Jesus rule by love, not by the military or politics which used by 

the general kings. Third, let's obey the King Jesus with joy and faith. You can bring your wishes and 

prayers to Jesus in any way. 

・Jesus is ① the ruler of all, ② the king of peace, so that we should ③ obey him with joy and faith. 

 

1． The King that rule all 

・Today's Bible scripture is the beginning of the last week when Jesus is crucified and resurrected. It's 

a climax of Jesus' life in Gospel. Jesus began to work in Galilee, but came to Jerusalem and clarified 

who he was here. 

・That is, by riding into a colt and entering Jerusalem, Jesus showed that he was the upcoming king, 

prophesied in the Bible. In verse 5, we read: 

21:5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on 

a donkey, on a colt,[a] the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

・It is not common sense to think that the king will come on a donkey. The victorious king should be 

more dignified. Let’s talk about the meaning of riding the donkey later, and pay attention to the 

donkey now. 

・Zechariah 9: 9 quoted that the king as Messiah to save us would come on a donkey. Not only that, 

but in Genesis 49 it is also associated with the "donkey" that the king who will eventually leave Judah 

will bring blessings.  

Genesis 49: 10-11. 

49:10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,[a]until 

he to whom it belongs[b] shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be his. 

11 He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments 

in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. 

・And when Solomon, the son of David, reigned as king (for the first time I noticed), he came on his 

father's " mule". 1 Kings 1: 38-39. 

1:38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites and the 

Pelethites went down and had Solomon mount King David’s mule, and they escorted him to 

Gihon. 39 Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed Solomon. Then 

they sounded the trumpet and all the people shouted, “Long live King Solomon!” 

・Jesus needed something to ride but not necessarily a donkey. According to the Gospel, Jesus has 

never ridden a donkey. And everyone who came to Jerusalem for the Passover was commanded 

to walk into the city. Therefore, Jesus considered the Bible and chose a colt with the intention of 

fulfilling it. Let's look again at the beginning of Matthew 21. 

21:1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, 
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then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 

3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at 

once.” 

・Did you understand? The donkeys are connected as we saw Genesis chapter 49 earlier. And 

perhaps Jesus had asked the donkey owner to prepare in advance. The password at the time of 

handing over the donkey was "The Lord needs them" (God needs it). 

・Brothers and sisters, Jesus considers everything in order to realize that he is King as Messiah. He fulfills 

the Old Testament prophecies and controls every single one. And without any hindrance, not by 

accident, they govern everything at will. 

・We are full of anxiety and worries, surrounded by things we cannot control with our own strength. 

But, as the Bible says, Jesus works and rules everything for our salvation. 

 

2． A meek king bringing peace 

・By the way, if we look at the common sayings we often use, we can know one’s character and 

way of life by what one ride. “Ride on feelings”「調子に乗る」is to get carried away or to be 

careless and take careless action. "Riding in the mouth"「口車に乗る」 means being cleverly 

deceived. “Riding a horse” 「尻馬に乗る」 is to imitate somebody else blindly, irresponsibly 

without thinking. 

・Jesus clearly showed what kind of king he was by riding a donkey. According to verse 5, Jesus is "the 

meek one." And at Zechariah 9:10: 

9:10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the warhorses from Jerusalem, and the 

battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to 

sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

・It is generally thought that kings rule the country and seize people with the victory of war and military 

or political power. Therefore, even his disciples expected that Jesus would rebel against the Roman 

Empire and rebel with military might. But, as Zechariah says, Jesus gives forgiveness and healing, 

restores and brings peace, not by political or military power. 

・In the last episode of chapter 20, it revealed what the kingship of Jesus was like by the sign of healing 

the two blinds. He teaches his disciples to serve humbly what is important in leadership, and says to 

them that Jesus will give his life. 20: 25-26. 

20:25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 

them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But 

whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 

・Thus Jesus is surprisingly gentle to us. He is humble and forgiving. He is so compassionate enough to 

give his life. So if you are weary or burdened, be sure to go to Jesus. Get rest and feed new power 

under Jesus. 
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Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

・But when we meet the meek and peaceful king, we often struggle and have to confront. First of all, 

because we have self-esteem and pride, it is difficult to gently accept that Jesus humbly sacrifice 

himself. Because we are self-centered, we want to be better than others, we want to seize and 

control people. 

・On the contrary, we accept Jesus' tenderness, love and tolerance that bring peace and recovery, 

but we do not want to do the same. I hope that my sins are forgiven and saved, but I refuse to live 

like Jesus. What are your tendencies? Regarding the Christians of the Roman Empire, the ancient 

church that accepted Jesus as king, it’s said as following. Christians during the epidemic: 

・Most of our brother Christians showed unbounded love and loyalty, never sparing themselves 

and thinking only of one another. Heedless of danger, they took charge of the sick, attending 

to their every need and ministering to them in Christ, and with them departed this life serenely 

happy; for they were infected by others with the disease, drawing on themselves the sickness 

of their neighbors and cheerfully accepting their pains. Many, in nursing and curing others, 

transferred their death to themselves and died in their stead.（Dionysius, bishop of 

Alexandria） 

 

3． Follow with joy and faith 

・Jesus was tolerant and meek and served for us. How should we obey this king? The people who 

were with Jesus welcomed the donkeys into Jerusalem and gladly praised Jesus. Verse 7-9. 

21:7 They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 

8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 

and spread them on the road. 9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him 

were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!” 

・On the back of the donkey on which Jesus was riding, his disciples took off their coats and hung on 

the donkey. Many crowds took off their cloaks and laid them on the path of Jesus, so to speak, they 

made improvised red carpets. After all, King Jesus is a celebrity among celebrities. Some people 

took tree branches and laid them down the road. 

・How are we welcoming, praising, and worshiping Jesus? Perhaps most of those who welcomed 

Jesus in this way came from the Galilee region with him. They will have heard Jesus 'message many 

times and witnessed Jesus' healing work and his love for people. 

・So, if you do not have the feelings, welcomes, or faith for Jesus, think again about His message. We 

encourage you to rethink about Jesus' work in the Bible and reflect on his personality and nature. 

Then call on Jesus' name and pray to God. Pray to God to teach us about Jesus. God listens to your 
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prayers, no matter you are Christian or not.  

・But there were some others were skeptical of Jesus. Verses 10-11. 

21:10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 

And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

・It is said that the population of Jerusalem in the first century AD was usually about 30,000. However, 

it was said that this was Passover, one of the three major Jewish festivities, so it was said that about 

180,000 people would have come to Jerusalem from all over the world. Naturally, both the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem and the so-called travelers are skeptical of Jesus. He came into the 

Jerusalem Castle while being celebrated by the crowd on a donkey, people might ask "Who is this 

person?" 

・Brothers and sisters, if the king really came, there were only two reactions to the king. You only have 

to accept or kill his kingship. So from a slightly different perspective, C.S.Lewis says: 

I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about 

Him: "I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept His claim to be 

God." That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of 

things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on a level 

with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell. 

・Jesus is gentle and tender and full of love. He is the king who has given you all for your true happiness. 

If you accept Jesus as a salvation king, you will be protected and guided by him today and begin 

a new walk. 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 21, 1-11 

The Triumphal Entry 

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then 

Jesus sent two disciples,  

2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, 

and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me.  

3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at 

once.” 

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 
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6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.  

7 They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them.  

8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 

spread them on the road. 

9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”  

10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?”  

11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

 

 


	Matthew 21, 1-11
	The Triumphal Entry

