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Faith & Work ⑨ 
 
INTRODUCTION｜How does the gospel change work? 
 The gospel is necessary even in work! From today's scripture passage I'd like to draw out 3 points. First, I'd like us to consider how work and gospel are related. Secondly, we ourselves often place work in in a position in our lives such that it becomes our hope and the defining element of our life. How should we think about the ways in work wrongly takes over our life story. Thirdly, how can, in light of the gospel, we rewrite each of our work situations.  
SCRIPTURE｜Matthew 25:14-30
 14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
QUESTIONS｜ 
 
1: (verse 14) How does Jesus connect his life to the parable he tells? How is it connected? In light of Jesus, how can you 

have hope? 
 
 
 
2: (verse 15) According to the parable, the owner entrusts to the servants with a staggering amount of money. 1 talent is 

worth 6000 denari and a denari is itself a days working wage. What do you take from this action? 
 
 
3: (verses 16-23) As we read about the attitude of the workers who received the 5 and 2 talent portions, how can we apply 

their attitude to our work? How could make this work better? Discuss. 
 
 
4: (verses 18 and 24-28) What do you think about the attitude of the servant who received 1 talent? Why do you think he 

was unfaithful? What do you think makes or constitutes a commandment? 
 
 
 
5:  Among the 5, 2 and 1 talent servants, what do you think the difference was? What influence would this difference have 

on their work? 
 
 
 
6: Jesus came as a servant, he fulfilled the work of God gave him by becoming a sacrifice on the cross. How does this 

gospel story influence your work? 
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READING｜ 
 
Michael Horton, A Better Way Our goal is …to accommodate ourselves to the real drama of history. Jesus Christ and the drama of redemption that begins, climaxes, 
and is consummated in him is the real world, the real setting of our life’s play. …In Christ, “change” means growth in Christ as we are 
transformed through perpetual immersion in Scripture as the story of our life. 
 
PRAYER｜ 
 
・Christ has given us great spiritual gifts. As we look at the world around and see its value and judge the mistakes of our 

own lives we immediately see that what is in front of us is not all We have, and in the midst of all this, God in His 
splendor reveals and shows himself. We pray that as God does come and brings his kingdom that we would be serving 
those around us and discovering how we can be swecjnf those around us and allowing our work to have value. 

 
・God has a great influence on work. As you understand that influence and connection more and more by faith and love 

we are connected in faith and love to the work of God. What in your heart is causing distress, discomfort, I'll ease and 
anger? Repent and pray. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 
 Lunchtime meetings (7/12 Kudanshita, 7/13 Marunouchi, 7/14 Otemachi) 
Obento Project (716) 
Walk Through The Bible study (7/17) 
Sunday Worship (7/17) 
Lunchtime meetings(7/19 Akasaka, 7/20 Kasumigasaeki, 7/21 Otemachi) 
Walk Through The Bible(7/24) 
Sunday worship (7/24) 


