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Romans 9:19-33 “An Abundant Patience” 
 
Romans 9:19-33 
 
"19 You will say to me then, 'Why does he still find fault?  For who can resist his will?'  
20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God?  Will what is molded say to its 
molder, 'Why have you made me like this?" 
21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel 
for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 
22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 
endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 
23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has 
prepared beforehand for glory-- 
24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? 
25 As indeed he says in Hosea, 'Those who were not my people I will call "my 
people", and her who was not beloved I will call "beloved"'. 
26 And in the very place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' there 
they will be called 'sons of the living God.' 
27 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel:  'Though the number of the sons of Israel 
be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, 
28 for the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth fully and delay.' 
29 And as Isaiah predicted, 'If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, we would've 
been like Sodom and become like Gomorrah.' 
30 What shall we say, then?  That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have 
attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 
31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not 
succeed in reaching that law. 
32 Why?  Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on 
works.  They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, 
33 as it is written, 'Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.'" 
 
Introduction 
 
From 2006 until 2013, we lived in Tachikawa. During that time, I learned to know my 
neighbor, and found out that he likes to run. Several times we went over to the 
Tama River near there, and ran together. And, afterwards, as you might guess, we 
went to the ofuro (a local public bath). 
 
Now what really amazed one Sunday, when I was going to preach, was that he 
came to the church with his wife. That made me quite nervous. I should mention 
too that in that worship service, after the message, Elaine played a duet (with her 
on the organ and another girl on piano). 
 
That afternoon, this man and I went to the sento. I asked him, "How was the worship 
service?"  His response was: "The music was good, but I couldn't understand the 
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message." Well, that was not good for my ego, but I did recognize that music 
quickly penetrates the heart, whereas the words of the Bible can be difficult to 
grasp.  
 
This doesn't mean we shouldn't preach the Bible. We need the words of God, and 
together with the expression of music, we have a super combination of gospel 
proclamation through the Holy Spirit.  
 
That being said, today's message on the latter part of Romans 9 is not an easy one 
to grasp.  In order to simplify it, I want to read first a parable given by Jesus in 
Matthew 20:1-16. 
 
"For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.  After agreeing with the laborers for a 
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. (A denarius was the daily wage in 
those days.)  And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, and to them he said, "You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is 
right I will give you." So they went.  Going out again about the sixth hour and the 
ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found 
others standing. And he said to them, "Why do you stand here idle all day?"  They 
said to him, "Because no one has hired us." He said to them, "You go into the 
vineyard too."  And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
foreman, "Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up 
to the first."  And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them 
received a denarius.  Now when those hired first came, they thought they would 
receive more, but each of them received a denarius. And on receiving it they 
grumbled at the master of the house, saying, "These last worked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat."  But he replied to one of them, "Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong.  Did you not agree with me for a denarius?  Take what belongs to you and 
go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what 
I choose to do with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?" So 
the last will be first, and the first last. 
 
This is Jesus talking about the kingdom of heaven, which is different than this 
world.  This is not the way we would do things. We will come back to this story later, 
but for now just keep these phrases in your mind. 
 
"Take what belongs to you and go." 
"Am I not allowed to do what I choose to do with what belongs to me?" 
"Are you jealous because I am generous?" 
 
In Romans 9:19, Paul poses questions that someone might ask, "Why does he still 
find fault? For who can resist his will?"  
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Likely, Paul is referring to verse 17, where Pharoah is mentioned.  Let's read 
that.  "For the Scripture says to Pharoah, 'For this very purpose I have raised you up, 
that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all 
the earth."  Let's read verse 18 as well.  "So then he has mercy on whomever he 
wills, and he hardens whomever he wills." 
 
So, the question being asked in verse 19 is: If it was God that hardened Pharoah's 
heart and kept him from letting the Israelites go, then why is Pharoah being 
judged? He could not resist the will of God.  
 
We might ask the same question: If it is God who hardens our hearts, then why are 
we being judged? 
 
I have discovered three answers within these verses:  1) There is real guilt 
(unrighteousness) in us. 2) There is real sovereignty (ultimate control, holy purpose) 
in God.  3) There is abundant patience in God. God gives many opportunities for 
repentance through his lavish generosity.  Real guilt, real sovereignty and real 
patience. 
 
First of all, there is real guilt within us.  Look at verse 20. 
 
"But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its 
molder, 'Why have you made me like this?'" 
 
Paul is not saying that we should not ask any questions. He welcomes them.  He 
asks them himself.  He is saying, however, that our attitude (heart) is significant.  
 
An illustration of this is the difference in the responses of Zechariah and Mary to the 
angel of the Lord in Luke 1.  Look at Luke 1:18-20.  Zechariah was a priest in the 
temple.  An angel of the Lord had just appeared to him, and told him that he and 
his wife would have a son. 
 
"And Zechariah said to the angel, "How can I know this?  For I am an old man, and 
my wife is advanced in years."  And the angel answered him, "I am Gabriel.  I 
stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this 
good news.  And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that 
these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be 
fulfilled in their time." 
 
The response of the angel to Zechariah was harsh because he did not believe and 
wanted more evidence. 
 
Then look at Luke 1:34, 35. Mary had just been told by the angel of the Lord, that 
she would bear a son. 
 
"And Mary said to the angel, 'How will this be, since I am a virgin?' And the angel 
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answered her, 'The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy--the Son of 
God.'" 
 
On the other hand, Mary, although she had questions about how it would happen, 
nevertheless respected and believed the angel's words.  She said, "I am the Lord's 
servant.  May your word to me be fulfilled." 
 
Our greatest problem is not recognizing what we are and who God is. He is the 
Creator (the Potter). We are the created (the clay).  We have mixed that up, and 
think we can find fault with God. 
 
Isaiah 29:16 
You turn things upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the 
thing made should say of its maker, "He did not make me"; or the thing formed say 
of him who formed it, "He has no understanding"? 
 
Answer: God is the potter. We are the clay. We cannot say to him, "You did not 
make me" or "Why did you make me like this?" He is accomplishing his holy and just 
purposes through us. Look at verse 21. 
 
"Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for 
honorable use and another for dishonorable use?" 
 
In Pharoah's case, it was for dishonorable use. In the case of Moses, it was for 
honorable use. In Esau, the older brother's case, it was for dishonorable use. In 
Jacob's case, it was for honorable use. They didn't do anything to merit it. It was 
already decided before they were born. It was simply God's choice, as the potter. 
 
Let's go to verses 22 and 23. 
 
"What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 
endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to 
make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared 
beforehand for glory--" 
 
Paul poses this as a question, but yet it is not a question. He is saying that God 
desires to show his wrath and make known his power. In the process of that, he has 
much patience even with those who will end up being vessels of wrath prepared 
for destruction. In the case of Pharoah, he had at least ten chances to repent. 
Exodus 10:16-20. 
 
"Then Pharoah hastily called Moses and Aaron and said, 'I have sinned against the 
Lord your God, and against you. Now therefore, forgive my sin, please, only this 
once, and plead with the Lord your God only to remove this death from me.' So he 
went out from Pharoah and pleaded with the Lord.  And the Lord turned the wind 
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into a very strong west wind, which lifted the locusts and drove them into the Red 
Sea. Not a single locust was left in all the country of Egypt. But the Lord hardened 
Pharoah's heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go." 
 
If Pharoah had continued to repent, there would not have been the great 
destruction that there was.  
 
We need to see the wrath of God and the power of God and the patience of 
God, and our own unworthiness, so that we will be brought to repentance, so that 
in God's sovereignty, we may become vessels of mercy. 
 
Notice that Paul does not finish his sentence at the end of verse 23. We can finish it, 
because we know that he is still answering the question in verse 19: How can God 
still find fault or judge when he is the one who hardens people's hearts. The answer 
is: There is real guilt and fault. We deserve to be judged. We are guilty of acting as if 
we are God, and not respecting him as the potter. No one say, "I don't deserve 
God's wrath." And so God shows his wrath. He shows his power.  He is in control of 
us as the clay, to accomplish his purposes. However, he does it with patience, in 
order that we may repent and become vessels of mercy, according to his will. Then 
you can finish the sentence by saying, "God is right to judge us, because we are 
guilty and he is sovereign and just, but yet in the process, he has patience with us. 
Why? 
 
Second Peter 3:9 says, "The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance." 
 
God is showing who he is, in his wrath, in his sovereignty and in his abundant mercy. 
That is, his wrath and anger against us who have rejected the potter, but also his 
abundant mercy. 
 
Real unrighteousness, real sovereignty and real mercy. Based on that abundant 
mercy or patience, the true Israel, which Paul talks about in verses 24-29 is not only 
Jews. 
 
Look at verse 24. "--even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also 
from the Gentiles?" 
 
So now, Paul is saying that the vessels of mercy, which he has prepared 
beforehand for glory and to show his glory, include Gentiles. To show that this was 
planned from before, he quotes from two Old Testament prophets: Hosea and 
Isaiah 
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Romans 9:25 and 26 
 
"Those who were not my people I will call 'my people', and her who was not 
beloved I will call 'beloved'.  And in the very place where it was said to them, 'You 
are not my people,' there they will be called 'sons of the living God.'" 
 
God had rejected Israel because of their idolatry. Therefore, he calls them No 
Mercy and Not My People. So, those who were of Jewish descent were not 
automatically saved.  Also, God's plan now included even those like us who are 
not Jews.  We can be saved. 
 
And then Paul quotes from Isaiah in verses 27 and 28. 
 
"Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant 
of them will be saved, for the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth fully 
and without delay." 
 
And then in verse 29. 
 
"If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, we would have been like Sodom and 
become like Gomorrah." 
 
To summarize, the whole nation of Jews will not be saved. God chooses and saves 
people from the Jews as  well as the Gentiles. 
 
As Romans 2:28 and 29 says, 
 
"For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and 
physical.  But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by 
the Spirit, not by the letter.  His praise is not from man but from God." 
 
The true Israel includes anyone who has their heart transformed by the Spirit of God. 
 
The place where the people of Israel got tripped up was that they pursued 
righteousness by their own efforts or work.  Instead of believing in Jesus for their 
righteousness, they believed in their own works.  That is why verse 32 says, "They 
stumbled over the stumbling stone," which is Jesus.  In contrast, those who believe 
in Jesus will not be put to shame. (33) 
 
So, do you now understand why I read the parable about the kingdom of 
heaven?  We are the latecomers, who still receive a day's wage.  We are the 
Gentiles who still inherit the promises of God, the mercy of God, the words of God, 
most importantly we receive Christ.  We enjoy God forever.  It is through faith not in 
our own performance but in the performance of Christ, and through his 
unconditional election of us as the people of God. 
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That's why Jesus says in his parable about the kingdom of heaven, "Take what 
belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity?" 
 
Let us go with joy today. Let us awake tomorrow morning with joy. We are chosen. 
We are saved. We are blessed.  We are loved.  With great joy, let us share this!   
In our relationships, marriages, families and as brothers and sisters, let us share the 
words of God, his promises, his Son Jesus, his Spirit. In that way, our hearts will be 
renewed. 
 
Let us pray. 
God our Father of abundant patience, I feel your grace like a tsunami. Its power is 
scary, and it is like a dark black wall, but yet within it is healing.  There is light and 
power to save and renew my heart. I am not worthy to receive it. However, 
because of what Jesus did on the cross, my unrighteousness is taken away. 
Because of your resurrection, I live and I receive righteousness. Guide me to live 
with great joy. As I live, may I share the joy that I have been given, through the Spirit 
filling me. 
 
 
 


