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For the gospel: 2 Timothy part ④ 
  
INTRODUCTION｜proclaiming the gospel 

 
In today's scripture passage we are told “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season.” I want us to look at the 
deep significance of proclaiming the gospel. First, I want us to look at what it looks like to be on mission both in season 
and out of season. Secondly, what is difficult about proclaiming the gospel? Think about some challenges in living 
missionally. Thirdly, let's reflect on what the goal and purpose proclaiming the gospel. 
 

SCRIPTURE｜  2 Timothy 4:1-8
 

1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his 
appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 
with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do 
the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time 
of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to 
me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 
 
QUESTIONS｜ 

 
1: (verses 1-2) What does Paul say his motivation is for proclaiming the gospel? What attitude should we have toward 

proclaiming the gospel? 
 
2: There are 3 motivations and attitudes we should have for proclaiming and sharing the gospel.  

 
1) The joy we have in being changed by the gospel.  
2)    We should come not from a position of pride or superiority but from a position of weakness and humility.  
3)    even if we are criticized or persecuted by others we should not become angry but rather we should proclaim the 

gospel n faith and courage. Of these 3 do think one is most necessary? 
 
3: (verses 3-5) What opposition does Paul say will come against the gospel? How do you see this opposition expressed in 

the 21st century? How does the scripture answer these objections? 
 
4: What does Paul write to explain the reason for his ability to endure? Think of concrete ways you can proclaim the gospel 

(reference Tim Keller) 
 

1) Who are people you already have a good relationship with/share common interests with? Make a list of 3-4 people, 
begin to pray for them. 

 
2) you deepen your relationship with those people? Come up with appropriate and concrete ways to do this. At an 

appropriate time, in an unforced and natural way share your life story. (Over a meal, at a party, watching a movie, 
hiking, while reading a book together, at a concert, while doing a sport etc) 

 
3) Ask about this person's beliefs, hopes, fears, life situations. Of course getting answers to your questions is the best 

outcome, but often just asking the question is powerful. Some questions are difficult to answer or the person's answer 
might feel too taboo to them to verbalize. 

 
4) As for that person, what would be a good point to bring in Christ’s gospel? (Examples: relationship with God, 

unsatisfied emotional or personal life, righteousness or virtue's,life purpose, power/money, failure/sin/forgiveness) 
 

5: (verses 6-8) What hope is there for a life lived proclaiming the gospel? 
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REFERENCES｜ 

 
Tim Keller   10 Evangelism Tips 
 
1. Let people around you know you are a Christian (in a natural, unforced way) 
2. Ask friends about their faith – and just listen! 
3. Listen to your friends problems – maybe offer to pray for them 
4. Share your problems with others – testify to how your faith helps you 
5. Give them a book to read 
6. Share your story 
7. Answer objections and questions 
8. Invite them to a church event 
9. Offer to read the Bible with them 
10. Take them to an explore course 
 

PRAYER｜ 

 

•As you remember the joy of new life in Christ, pray that you have the opportunity to proclaim this gospel to those 
around you. Pray that you take a stance of grace and humility as you proclaim this gospel. 

 

•Lift up names of people to whom you'd like to proclaim the gospel to. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 
Grace city gospel choir (recruiting new members): (1/30) 

Lunchtime meeting (2/1 Kasumigaseki, 2/2 Otemachi) 

Obento project (2/4) 

Movie discussion (2/4) 

Sunday worship (KDDI hall 2/ 5) 

Ishinomaki volunteer trip (2/6-9) 

Lunchtime meeting (2/7 Akasaka, 2/8 Marunouchi, 2/9 Otemachi) 

Sunday worship (KDDI Hall 2/12) 

Prayer meeting (2/12) 


