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①Art Month – HEART OF THE ARTS「It was very good!」 
  

 

INTRODUCTION｜It was very good! 

 

October is Arts Month at Grace City Church.  But what is God`s attitude toward artistic jobs, and what does God think 

about art?  What is the purpose of it?  We all have struggles in life, particularly regarding the area of the purpose of our 

work, our child-raising, or our artistic endeavours.  In today`s bible passage we are confronted with the question of “what 

have we been created for?”  In Genesis 1:26-2.3, God`s answers to this question are: 1) we are created to fulfil our 

mission as human beings; 2) we are created to enjoy beauty in the world; 3) we are created to rest with God. Mission. 

Beauty. Rest. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE｜ Genesis  1:26-30  Genesis 2:1-3  
 

Genesis  1:26-30 

26Then God said, “Let us make manh in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of 

the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth.”27So God created man in his own image,in the image of God he created him;male and 

female he created them. 

28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 

earth.” 29And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and 

every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of 

the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 

green plant for food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 

Genesis 2:1-3 

1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2And on the seventh day God finished his 

work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3So God blessed the 

seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. 

 

 

QUESTIONS｜ 

 

1: In verses 26 and 28, what is the mission given by God to mankind?  What do you think this looks like in practice in 

your lives? 

 

2: In verses 26-28, what is distinctive about the image that men and women bear?  What are the implications of all human 

beings bearing this image?  How does this image relate to the mission that God gave to mankind? 

 

3: In verses 29-30, how does God equip mankind and animals for the task that he has given them?  How does this feature 

of God`s character bring comfort to us? 

 

4: In verse 31, and 2:9a, in what way do you see God caring, not just about things being functional, but about the way 

things look, caring about their beauty?  For what purpose has God made the world to be beautiful?  How should God`s 

concern not just for functionality, but also for beauty affect our day to day lives?  (Reference 1 Timothy 6:17) 

 

5: We often make our work (6th day) our ultimate purpose in life.  However, in Hebrew thought, 7 is the perfect number, 

and so the 7th day is the climax of creation.  In 2:1-3, what is surprising about what God does on the climactic 7th day of 

creation?  In what way does the fact that the climactic purpose of creation is rest with God, rather than our work, affect 

how we prioritize our relationship with God and our work for God? 
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6: How can humans enter into this restful blessed fellowship with God, according to Jesus in Matthew 11:28-30?  How 

has your restful fellowship with God on Sundays, and throughout the  

week been going recently?  Discuss. 

 

 

REFERENCES｜ 

 

Genesis 2:9 

9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The 

tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

 

1 Timothy 6:17 

17Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 

uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 

 

Matthew 11:28-30 

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy 
and my burden is light.” 

 

 

PRAYER｜ 

 

・God created us with the purpose of living and beautifying the world which He created with Him. While you are 

remembering the gospel praise the Lord for being invited into in God's rest. 

 

・Look upon your life and tom about the possibility that you have allowed work to become your ultimate. If that is the 

case, confess this and ask for forgiveness. Consider what your life without God's ordained rest and what a negative 

impact that would have. In contrast, reflect on the perfect rest given by Christ in the gospel. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 

1-Community Group Leaders' meeting(10/5) 

2- Lunchtime Meeting (10/6-Kasumigaseki, 10/7 Otemachi,) 

3-Ibaraki Volunteer Relief Trip (10/10-12) 

4-Redeemer Team(10/10-19) 

5)Worship Location (10/11 Hamachi F-tower) 

6)Lunchtime Meeting (10/13 Marunouchi and Kasumigaseki, 10/15 Otemachi and Akasaka, 10/16 Jimbocho) 

7) Lunchtime meeting vision party 10/14 

8)Art Festival 10/17 Hamarikyu Hall 

9) Worship Location 10/18 Ginza Sochiku Square 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


