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“The Zeal of the Lord” 
Isaiah9:6-7 

 
Happy New Year! 

 
2022 has begun!  What are your thoughts as you begin a new year?  Just a few minutes 
ago, we heard from the gospel choir.  Gospel singing has an interesting 
characteristic.  When you get to the end of a verse, you can either go back and sing it 
again, or you can move on to the next part.  You just follow the director in that instant. 
 
Well, I don't want to go back and do 2021 again.  Although it is good to reflect on the 
past year and learn from it, I'm ready to move on.  How about you? 
 
What would you like to do this year?  We all have different goals and expectations for 
this year.  We wonder how much we can hope for.  What is your #1 desire? 
 
As I thought and prayed about this, the Lord led me to this desire:  To have joy in the 
Lord.  May 2022 be a year where I receive the joy of the Lord everyday.  In my 
relationship with the Lord Jesus, may I be satisfied and have joy in Him. 
 
To have joy in the Lord, what is necessary?  Today, I would like to use Isaiah 9:6,7 to 
answer this question.  We often think of these verses at Christmas, but I think we can also 
be encouraged and strengthened by them as we begin a new year. 
 
Isaiah 9:6,7 
 

6 "For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there shall be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord will accomplish this." 

 
First of all, we can have joy in the Lord, because the government, the management of 
the world is upon his shoulders, not ours.  He is a wise wonderful counselor, a strong, 
mighty God, a compassionate, eternal father and a prince of peace. 
 
Secondly, we can have joy in the Lord because his government and his peace will never 
end.  No one can stand against it.  His government was promised to David.  It has 
stability and justice and righteousness. 
 
Then finally, we can have joy in the Lord because this government, this rule, this kingdom 
depends on his zeal, not ours.  Our zeal is only temporary. 
 
The government is on the shoulder of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is not on my shoulders.  I 
give it to him and praise the Lord!  In Isaiah 9:6, four reasons are given for why Jesus can 
bear the government on his shoulder.  
 

1. Jesus is a Wonderful Counselor.  The first thing a counselor does is listen.  He asks 
questions and listens.  Then he gives advice.  Jesus listens to us.  He is listening to 
you right now.  He is asking you, "What wearies you?  What burdens you?  What 
is your stress?"  I Peter 5:7 says, "Cast all your anxieties on him, because he cares 
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for you."  Let's unload our anxieties upon the Lord Jesus everyday, and then 
receive his words.  Then we can praise him. 

2. Jesus can manage the world because he is the Mighty God.  He is strong.  He is 
God.  He doesn't need sleep or rest.  We do.  We are made from the dust of the 
ground.  "The Lord breathed into our nostrils the breath of life, and we became a 
living creature."  As we read at the beginning of the worship,  "Let everything 
that has breath praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!" (Psalm 150:6)  We have joy in 
Him as creator. 

3. Jesus is the Everlasting Father.  He is full of compassion that will never run out.  He 
is our father.  We can throw our weariness and stress on his shoulder.  Listen to 
Isaiah 40:11, "He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with 
young."  We can pray to him every night, "Lord, you are strong.  I am 
weak.  Please carry me.  I need your help.  I praise you." 

4. Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  We live in a world without peace.  We have 
relationships where there is no peace.  Even in our hearts, there is no 
peace.  Jesus can give us that peace.  Through his eventual death on the cross 
and his resurrection, we have received the wonderful gospel.  This gospel takes 
away the conflict and hostility in our hearts.  Let's take some time right now to 
confess to the Lord any bitterness or hate or complaint we have against 
someone.  Let's humble ourselves, confess it to the Lord and ask for his 
forgiveness. 

 
"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness."  (I John 1:9) 
 
My brothers and sisters, isn't it great to have our sins removed from our shoulders and 
receive God's peace through the broken body and the shed blood of Jesus Christ?  Isn't 
it great to be freed from anxiety and stress and guilt?  Let's cast it all on the shoulder of 
Jesus, who is wise, strong, caring and full of peace.  He can handle it. 
 
Verse 7 talks more about the government of Jesus.  Let's read it again. 
 
"Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of 
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
accomplish this." 
 
Isaiah says at least five more things about this government that will be on the shoulder of 
this child, Jesus. 
• No one will be able to stand against this government. 
• It will never end. 
• Jesus will reign on the throne of David, just as was promised. 
• It will be upheld with justice and righteousness. 
• The zeal of the Lord will accomplish this. 

 
At this point in my message preparation, I ran out of concentration or focus.  I didn't 
know what to say next.  After a while I realized that the message does not come from 
me.  The ability to focus does not come from me.  The privilege of having the Word of 
God and his Spirit does not come from me.  It is the zeal of the Lord.  
 
Recently, my computer died.  The screen went completely black.  I thought that I 
wouldn't be able to restore it.  So I just left it plugged in for the night.  But during the night 
a miracle happened.  When I got up the next morning, I opened up my laptop and 
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there was a red battery mark indicating 1% restored.  It took a long time, but eventually 
it was completely restored.  I still needed to buy a new computer, but I was greatly 
relieved.  As I learned more about this, I found out that it is called a whisper charge.  I 
think the zeal of the Lord is like that. 
 
What is necessary for us to have joy in the Lord this year?  The answer is:  The zeal of the 
Lord.  There were times last year, and there will be times this year when we will run out of 
passion or zeal.  The Bible tells to rejoice in the Lord, but in our hearts we will say, "I can't 
rejoice."  What do we do with that feeling? 
 
Actually God's #1 desire for us is our joy.  Why else would he send his Son Jesus into this 
confused world?  Why else would Jesus go to the cross and there take all of our sins 
upon his shoulders and die?  Why in the world would he become our wonderful 
counselor, our almighty God, our everlasting Father and our Prince of Peace?  This would 
not happen apart from the fact that God wants us to be happy. 
 
The desire of our God will be realized.  His promises will become reality.  We know 
because Jesus was born just as Isaiah prophecied 700 years beforehand.  Here we can 
see the zeal of the Lord.  Jesus came into a sinful and complicated world, and became 
our Savior.  He specializes in seemingly impossible or complicated situations.  He will 
accomplish great things.  When Israel was threatened by their enemies, Hezekiah 
prayed to the Lord. 
 
II Kings 19:19 

"So now, O Lord our God, save us, please, from his hand, that all the kingdoms of 
the earth may know that you, O Lord, are God alone." 

 
It was a prayer for God's glory to be known.  Hezekiah's prayer was answered.  Israel was 
saved.  God did not give up on Israel.  The accomplishment of their salvation was 
because of his zeal.  It was not because of their zeal. 
 
My brothers and sisters, we are saved by the zeal of the Lord.  Our salvation is not based 
on our own zeal.  The church is not based on our zeal.  The zeal of the Lord will build this 
church just as he is building his kingdom.  He is not giving up on us.  We can rejoice 
because of his zeal.  We can praise Him.  Let us glorify him. 
 
Let us pray. 
Father, thank you for sending Jesus to be our wonderful counselor, mighty God, 
everlasting Father and our Prince of peace.  Without this, we would not be here.  We 
would not be saved.  We would not be your church.  We praise you.  Thank you for your 
joy.  I receive your joy and your zeal.  Help and guide us to have joy in Your zeal and 
proclaim it this year.  In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
Blessing 
"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all." 
 
This year, this week, let's go together with Jesus.  Because of his zeal, that whisper 
charge, we can have joy.  Let hope in that joy as we go. 
 


