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Romans 10:1-17 “Words of Faith” 
 
Introduction 
If you are like me (I don’t think I’m the only one!), you have probably had arguments 
with your spouse, friends, or colleagues.  Especially recently, I’ve been thinking 
about arguments that couples have. (Please don’t wonder what this might be 
about!)  One of the reasons why we get into arguments is because we don't fully 
understand the other person, we don't listen to them sincerely, we justify ourselves, 
and we think we are right. 
 
Similarly, in our relationship with God, lack of knowledge to fully understand God's 
word, self-righteousness, and believing that we are right and can do it on our own, 
are problems that darken not only our faith but also our lives. Today, let's look at this 
theme from Romans 10. 
 
Romans 10:1-17 
1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 
2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to 
knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to 
establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end 
of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 5 For Moses writes about the 
righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the 
commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do 
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 
7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 
8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that 
is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will 
not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the 
same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How then will they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And 
how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the 
gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So 
faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
 
From the passage we just read, the first thing I would like to look at with you is the 
zeal that is based on Christ-focused Bible knowledge. It is the foundation for a life 
that brings joy to your heart and makes life worth living. Without Christ-focused 
knowledge, life becomes either a pretense, or dangerous passion. 
 
Secondly, what is the "word of faith" that is the basis of a zealous life for God? I want 
you to understand this well so that you can set the right course for your life. The third 
thing I want to look at is the importance of gospel preaching and obedience to 
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God's word. Through a person who is sent by God, the good news is preached, and 
the gospel is heard and believed.  This is the process of ministry. 
 
In this way, God extends His love and salvation even to those who are disobedient 
and rebellious. Let's look at these three points: 1) zeal with knowledge, 2) 
understanding of the word of faith, and 3) the process of ministry. 
 
 
1. Zeal for God with Knowledge 
Romans 9-11 is one of the most difficult texts in the Bible to understand. But Paul's 
intention is clear.  As verse 1 says, his "heart's desire, and prayer to God," is for the 
salvation of the Jews. The words he wrote were an outpouring of the love and 
passion that burned in his heart. 
 
Paul must have been quite frustrated.  His beloved Jews were so zealous for God. 
They were intent on trying to be obedient. And yet, they did not accept Jesus. Jesus 
was the very manifestation of God's love and passion, but they rejected him. I'm sure 
some of you feel the same way Paul did. When you think of your family and friends, 
you must be praying with an aching heart. 
 
In fact, Paul himself was, at one time, exactly the same as those who rejected Jesus. 
He was passionate about God. But he did not accept Jesus as his Savior. Rather, he 
opposed Jesus and the gospel. He persecuted Christians, imprisoned them, and put 
them to death. 
 

Philippians 3:5-6.  “[I was] circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the 
law, blameless.” 

 
Of course, it’s not that the Jews and Paul did not know the Bible. Rather, they were 
well versed in the Bible and knew God's law very well. Paul worked hard day and 
night to obey it. That is why when Paul wrote, "Their zeal is not based on knowledge," 
he did not mean that they did not know the Bible. 
 

10:3, 4.  “For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to 
establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness.  For Christ is 
the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.” 

 
The reason they are called ignorant is because they stubbornly refused to receive 
the righteousness that God offers because of his grace. They were blind to the 
righteousness (salvation, true happiness, and true joy) that God gives as a gift.  
According to the Bible, they were on a self-fulfilling, selfish path to destruction that 
would never pay off.  They were trying to earn by their own good works, the 
salvation that the Bible says God gives only through Christ. 
 
In addition, Paul is describing zeal that lacks true biblical knowledge which is 
focused on Christ. That zeal often leads to uncontrollable zealotry. The Pharisees and 
scribes in the Gospels were eager to keep God's commandments, but they were 
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racists. They were zealous for God, but they had no love for sinners. Instead, they 
crucified Jesus, who showed true love without discrimination. 
 
Even today, religion creates wars, religious faith is linked to terrorism, and is a hotbed 
of racism. Many people say, “Zealous faith is dangerous. It creates discrimination 
and hatred which leads to wars and terrorism throughout the world.” But, according 
to the Bible, this is because we lack a true knowledge of God. In other words, 
religion is not based on the gospel of Christ. 
 
In verse 4, we are told that “Christ is the end of the law.”  The Bible, the Law, and 
God cannot be properly understood apart from Christ. Without Christ, any good 
teaching will become self-righteous and distorted. No morality—no matter how 
good—can ever bring true happiness. 
 
Why is that?  Because only when we come to Christ will we admit that we have no 
truth. We will repent of our sins, and we will become humble. We come to 
understand that we will never be absolutely right.  Also, because God's forgiveness 
comes not only to us, but to everyone, we can accept different ways of thinking, 
different attitudes, and even sins, with love and forgiveness. Hence, the absolute 
need for a true biblical knowledge focused on Christ! 
 
2. Words of Faith 
However, it was difficult for me to adopt such an attitude. When I got married, my 
wife pointed out to me that I had a tendency to be critical of the people around 
me. Of course, I was not quick to accept that. My wife was very accepting of 
everything, so we often got into arguments. If I thought someone was wrong (or 
rather, their thinking was different from my own opinions and ideas), I tended to be 
argumentative, disagreeable, critical, and condescending. 
 
I used the Bible and theological reasoning, and thought I was making a doctrinally 
sound argument.  But, it was not based on the gospel of Christ. I was like the Jews 
Paul is addressing here. They forgot that the goal of the law, the purpose of the 
Bible, is Christ. My wife's father was also a pastor, and I found it easy to criticize his 
way of doing evangelism and pastoral care.  This caused my wife to feel anxious 
and fearful. 
 
This attitude of mine showed that I was neglecting Christ, as described in verses 6-7. 
Here is a picture of the up-and-down movement of Christ.  Because of our sins, Christ 
came down from heaven and became a man.  He showed us His humble love for us 
by hanging on the cross. Then, to give us eternal life, Paul depicts Christ raised from 
the dead, glorified, and taken to heaven. 
 
In other words, the first thing we need to do in order to walk in true zeal for God is to 
continually remind ourselves of the gospel that God accomplished through Christ. 
Verses 6-8 are a free quote from Deuteronomy 30, but especially verse 8, “The word 
is near you, in your mouth and in your heart,” is referring to the news of Christ’s 
salvation that God has accomplished. 
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According to Paul, the gospel of Christ had already been revealed in the Old 
Testament law. But the Jews to whom Paul is speaking, though familiar with the Old 
Testament and God's law, did not listen to the gospel of Christ that God had 
accomplished, even though Christ had already come. 
 
But that doesn't mean that they kept all the commandments that God's law 
required. Therefore, they took the teachings that they thought were important to 
them and emphasized them. At that time, the emphasis was on circumcision, the 
Sabbath, and food regulations. They pridefully thought that if they kept these 
commands, they would be righteous and blessed by God. 
 
I think we have a tendency to do that, too. Worshiping, praying, reading the Bible, 
participating in community groups, etc. are all great things. However, it does not 
mean that you are righteous, accepted by God, and blessed because you observe 
and do these things. 
 
On the contrary, if we think that doing these things makes us more religious and 
better Christians than those who don't, we are failing to hear the words of Christ-
focused faith. It is not our own works that make us righteous and blessed. It is only 
through Christ. 
 

10:9,10. “. . . because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved.” 

 
Please look again at the two important things that the word of faith says. By doing 
so, I want you to check your view of Jesus.  First, Jesus is Lord. “Lord” is the unique 
name of the Creator of the world, God Himself, the giver of salvation. The Lord Jesus 
is not a lowly, subservient, servant who saves you. 
 
The Lord Jesus is the one who hears your prayers and does what is best for you. 
However, we often think of His name as a convenient device to fulfill our prayers. The 
Lord is not a tool to make your dreams and plans come true. Rather, He is the 
Sovereign One who transforms even your prayers. He is the one to whom you should 
give your personal commitment, loyalty, trust, love, and obedience. 
 
Secondly, the word of faith emphasizes the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. The 
resurrection of Jesus is a critically important confession of the Christian faith!  Of 
course, together with the resurrection, we need to look at the death of Jesus on the 
cross. He lived as a human being like us, died a miserable death on the cross, was 
buried, but rose again as the true Savior of all mankind and eternal Lord.  And, he is 
alive today! 
 
Martin Luther, the religious reformer, was a cheerful man as a rule, but had terrible 
fits of depression. There is an anecdote that one time, he threw an inkwell at Satan 
because he thought he was being attacked by him. On another occasion, his wife 
Katharina came to Luther's study in mourning clothes.  When Luther asked her, 
“Whose funeral is it?” she replied, “Haven’t you heard? God is dead. For, you would 
never be in such a state of mind if you had a living God to trust in.”  Luther laughed 
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and said, “ . . . you are a wise woman.  I have been acting as if God were dead, 
and I will do so no more.” 
 
Brothers and sisters, Jesus is the Lord of the whole world and he is your Lord. He has 
risen from the dead and is alive. Reflect on your attitude of faith, your loyalty to 
Jesus, your trust in Christ, and your prayers. Jesus has done great things in spite of 
who you are, what you have done, and what kind of past you have. 
 

10:11-13. “For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put 
to shame.”  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same 
Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.  For “everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 
3. The Process of Ministry 
Therefore, the word of faith needs to be proclaimed. Paul writes that there are four 
parts to the process of ministry that must take place in order for the Jews to call on 
the Lord.  As it says in verses 14 and 15, for a person to call on the name of the Lord: 
1) they must believe, 2) they must hear about the Lord Jesus, 3) they must have 
someone to tell them the good news, and 4) that messenger must be sent by God. 
 
In the same way, I believe that you also have come to receive God's blessings as 
you’ve experienced these four parts of the process of ministry. God sent someone, 
they presented the gospel to you, you heard about the Lord Jesus, and the Holy 
Spirit led you to believe. 
 
Think about it for a moment. Who did God send to preach the gospel to you and 
how did He do it? How did you hear about the Lord Jesus? And how did you 
change your mind and come to believe in Him? 
 
As you ponder these things, I’m sure you will be filled with great gratitude and joy. 
When you think of the abundance and blessings God has given you, you can’t help 
but say, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news.” 
 
I will never forget a woman God sent to me. She was a pastor's wife whose name 
was Yoshie Sekine. I was still in elementary school. The church was very far from my 
home, so I could not attend the Sunday school that was held early in the morning for 
the children. But on Sunday afternoons, Yoshie-san would come to my house, which 
was relatively close to her house (although it took about 30 minutes to walk), and 
hold Sunday school. We sang praises, listened to a Bible message, played, had a 
little snack, and had a great time with my sister and friends. How beautiful are the 
feet of a woman who travels over an hour by train and foot to share the good news 
with just a few children! 
 
Paul emphasizes that the gospel is proclaimed especially through those whom God 
has sent, and that this is how the Jews heard about Christ. I would like for you to think 
about two things. To whom are you also being sent to preach this wonderful gospel 
of Christ? God sent Christ, and Christ sent His disciples, and from the disciples, many 
different people have been sent throughout the ages and to many regions. You are 
one of them! Who are you being sent to today?  This week? 
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And for those of you who have heard the gospel but have not yet responded to 
Jesus, please think about this. Today, this is what God is saying: 
 

10:20. “Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, ‘I have been found by those who did 
not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.’” 

 
Many of you were born and have lived in places where Christianity is unknown or 
perceived as irrelevant. You may have only recently started reading the Bible, or you 
may not even have one now. You may not have even sought out the God of the 
Bible. But today, God is seeking for you. He is revealing Himself to you, offering you 
love and grace, truth and hope. Christ is a God who knows pain. He will not reject 
even those who rebel. 
 

10:21. “But of Israel he says, ‘All day long I have held out my hands to a 
disobedient and contrary people.’” 

 
I pray that you will change your mind today and accept the Lord Jesus as your 
Savior, your God, and the Lord who will guide your entire life. 
 
(Prayer) 
Dear Heavenly Father. We thank you for your grace and truth, and we praise your 
holy name. We thank you that you have provided for all our needs through Jesus. 
Nevertheless, we have rejected you. Even though the Bible speaks clearly to us, we 
have ignored Christ. Please help us to hear the gospel of Christ with a new heart 
today. May we trust that Christ is our Lord, resurrected from the dead and alive. 
Please send us to share the gospel with the people around us. In the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


