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Romans 11:1-16  “Chosen By Grace” 
 
Introduction 

• When Christmas comes around (it’s already been a month since Christmas now, 
but) a funny little story our family always laughs remembering is “the Pikachu 
Incident”. When our children were young, they believed that Santa Claus 
brought presents. So in December they would each write down one thing they 
wanted in a letter and set it by their pillow. When they awoke the next morning 
and the letter was gone, they would joyfully anticipate Santa giving them the 
present they had asked for.  

• One Christmas one of our children wrote this in their letter, “Dear Santa, I would 
like the real live Pikachu (the famous Pokemon character). It’s very cold so please 
take care.” My wife and I reading the letter looked up at each other – “the real 
live Pikachu?!”  We looked for the best most authentic looking Pikachu we could 
find. 

• The awaited Christmas morning arrived, and that child cried out in tears, “This isn’t 
Pikachu!” and in anger threw the present away. They were so disappointed to 
not receive what they had wanted. All the other kids had received just what they 
wanted and were delighted. But this one child cried frustrated tears of anger, 
disappointment, and jealousy. And there were other times when the other kids 
didn’t get what they wanted. 

• Haven’t you had many times as well when you have experienced 
disappointment at not getting what you wanted? How does God deal with, how 
is he working in these situations? When our desires are not met, it’s easy for us to 
fall into stubborn hardness of jealousy or despair. I think we all need to think back 
again on what God’s plan is.  

 
Romans 11:1-16 
1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.  
2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the 
Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel?  
3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I alone am 
left, and they seek my life.”  
4 But what is God's reply to him? “I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have 
not bowed the knee to Baal.”  
5 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace.  
6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer 
be grace. 
7 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the 
rest were hardened,  
8 as it is written, “God gave them a spirit of stupor, 
    eyes that would not see 
    and ears that would not hear, 
down to this very day.” 



Online Service January 24th, 2021  
Romans: Power of God for Salvation ㉒ 

 
 

  2 

9 And David says, “Let their table become a snare and a trap, 
    a stumbling block and a retribution for them; 
10 let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, 
    and bend their backs forever.” 
11 So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather, through 
their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous.  
12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the 
Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean! 
13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I 
magnify my ministry  
14 in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them.  
15 For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance 
mean but life from the dead?  
16 If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so 
are the branches. 
 

• This passage deals with the theological issue that the salvation of Jesus given by 
God was not what the Jews expected and so they did not accept the Gospel of 
Christ. First, the Jews were never rejected by God. They are in the grace of God, 
even though it was not what they expected and wanted. 

• Second, it looks at what kind of problem their hardness of heart was. It’s easy for 
our hearts, too, to become hard when our desires and prayers are not fulfilled as 
we expected and hoped.  And thirdly, we see God brings about salvation for the 
Gentiles from the Jew’s unbelief. And also God’s amazing plan to use jealousy to 
reconcile the earth. Let’s remember and reflect of God’s plan. 

 
1.God, in His Grace, Does Not Reject 
• In Romans 10 that we looked at last week, in verse 21 we see God always holding 

out his hands of love to the people of Israel. However, the Jews turned their backs 
on God in unbelief and did not accept the Gospel of Christ. God had given his 
promise to Moses and David, spoken his promise through Isaiah and many other 
prophets.  

• God is generous and mighty; to change their hearts would have been an easy 
thing for God. Couldn’t he have made them believe in Jesus? So if the Jewish 
people don’t believe, we have to ask like it asks in verse 1, “has God rejected his 
people?” Has God forsaken the people of Israel?  

• Paul’s clear answer is “no!” “By no means!” According to Paul God has not 
rejected the Jewish people. Even though they turned against God, did not 
accept Jesus, did not listen to the Gospel, God did not forsake them.  

• Paul says as proof of that, “Look at me. I’m Jewish. I blasphemed, not accepting 
Jesus, instead persecuting the church. In spite of that, God did not forsake me. So 
how could you say the Jewish people have been rejected, forsaken?” First Paul 
testifies to God’s love and generosity based on his personal experience as a 
person living in that time. See how God chose even this sinner. 



Online Service January 24th, 2021  
Romans: Power of God for Salvation ㉒ 

 
 

  3 

• And then he quotes a story of Elijah. In other words, he raises historical proof. Elijah 
suffered at the hands of those who didn’t believe; the king and queen were 
trying to kill him. It could even be said that the whole nation of Israel was in 
rebellion against God. 

3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your 
altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life.” 4 But what is God's 
reply to him? “I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have 
not bowed the knee to Baal.”  

• Even among the disobedient and rebellious people of Israel God had hidden people 
who loved, followed, and were walking faithfully with him. Among his unbelieving 
people, God in his grace was preparing a chosen people. That is you - you who 
worship together today! Maybe you don’t believe in Jesus yet, but are you not a 
recipient of God’s grace? The selection of grace can be briefly summarized like this: 
The biblical doctrine of election is that before Creation God selected out of the 
human race, foreseen as fallen, those whom he would redeem, bring to faith, justify, 
and glorify in and through Jesus Christ. This divine choice is an expression of free and 
sovereign grace, for it is unconstrained and unconditional, not merited by anything in 
those who are its subjects. (J.I. Packer, Concise Theology) 
 

• God could have forsaken the unbelieving people of Israel, but he doesn’t. This 
applies to modern day Jewish people, too. And for us Gentiles as well, God applies 
this same principle of election of grace. Our Gracious God does not reject or forsake 
us.  

 
2. Hardness 
• However, in verse 7 we see that if you reject the Gospel God gives, you become 

hard. This is not just the people of Israel at the time, but us as well. 
“7What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but 
the rest were hardened, 8 as it is written, “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes 
that would not see and ears that would not hear, down to this very day.” 

• Let me give an ordered summary of what is being dealt with here. First, the people of 
Israel passionately sought the righteousness of God. You could probably take 
“righteousness” and replace it with success, blessing, purpose, or happiness. Second, 
they were faced with a choice between earning God’s righteousness (salvation) by 
their works, or receiving it as a gift by God’s grace. In other words, was their life 
foundation their works and success and resume, or God’s grace, love, forgiveness, 
and salvation (the Gospel of Jesus).  

• Most Jews pursued the works of the law, not the Gospel. However, some who were 
chosen received the gift of the Gospel. Most people rejected God’s grace and their 
hearts were hardened towards God. In other words, because the people of Israel 
rejected the gift of grace of the Gospel of Jesus, with an attitude of prideful hearts, 
God hardened them.  

• The people of Israel being hardened, their being given “a spirit of stupor, eyes that 
would not see and ears that would not hear” (vs 8) is the result of their rejecting God 
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and not accepting the Gospel. Be careful. If you harden your heart to God and 
reject him, God will reject you. 

o However, please don’t lightly say a God who would harden peoples’ hearts is 
cruel. Why? Because you could say he is doing nothing more than turning 
them over to the condition they are asking for. God created man in his own 
image and likeness, and gave man freedom. God loves mankind, has great 
regard for free and responsible people. So he leads you down the path you 
want to go, and passes judgement. God is not to be made light of. 

• Are there areas where you have been disappointed and angered by things not 
going as you wished, and you are disappointed with God and becoming hardened? 
Be careful of the mechanisms of a hard heart, because it’s ultimate source is a 
rejection of God’s grace. And more than that, even as we reject God’s grace, we 
can believe he is a holy and right God who reigns over all.  

• And in that case we work our absolute hardest in order to receive the approval and 
blessing of the Holy God. Because if there isn’t grace, we have to attain it ourselves. 
And not only that. But even the gift of unconditional love God freely gives, or of 
grace that forgives a colossal sinner, we convince ourselves it is dishonoring to the 
holy God. 

o Do you know the story of when the tax collector Zacchaeus meets Jesus and 
is saved? First century tax collectors were kind of like the yakuza (mafia) or a 
gang. But Zacchaeus is given the gift of unconditional love and forgiveness 
from Jesus. And the people of Jericho complained about Jesus, unable to 
accept this huge grace. They were hard.  

• Through this way of zealously pursuing pleasing God (mixed with pride of our own 
hard work), we have a kind of allergic reaction of the heart, becoming hardened to 
the mercy and love of God through Christ. There is a (incorrect) tendency to think 
that this one-way forgiveness and grace is a wrong message that weakens people’s 
living righteous, moral lives. This can happen in churches and among Christians now 
as well. 

 
3. God’s Amazing Plan 
• However, even as Paul is focused on the Jews’ current reality, he also knew well that 

it was not the whole story. He saw God’s plan that was already starting among the 
Jewish people, and in the future would be fulfilled. Because of that Paul does not 
lose hope, and his motivation to preach the gospel is not at all weakened.  

• What is the future of Israel that is written here? 1) The Gospel is first preached among 
the Jews. 2) There is a split among the Jewish people, where just a few believe in 
Jesus, and the majority not only don’t believe but actively oppose it. 3) As a result, 
the Gospel is preached among Gentiles, and many become Christians. 4) Then, the 
Jewish people become jealous and turn (convert) to Jesus. 5) In the end all of Israel is 
saved.  

11  …Rather, through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, 
so as to make Israel jealous. 12 Now if their trespass means riches for the 
world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more 
will their full inclusion mean! 
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• What a paradox, right? The Jewish people reject the Gospel, and so the Gentiles are 
saved. Isn’t that incredible? The Jewish people reject the Gospel and persecute 
Christians, so the Christians leave the Jewish society and go out entering the Gentile 
world, preaching the Gospel there. If all of the Jewish people had accepted the 
Gospel of Jesus, Christianity may have just stopped there as a religion for that people 
group. It would not have been spread widely throughout the Gentile world. 

• And then it says that as the Gospel is widely spread to the Gentiles, the Jewish 
people become jealous. This is the reason jealousy plays a role. In other words, they 
see the Gospel changing the Gentiles’ lives, transforming them to communities full of 
grace and truth. They see these blessings of love, peace, joy, and faithfulness before 
their eyes, and they are envious. The Gentiles who learn this then share the Gospel 
for the Jewish people. 

15 For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will 
their acceptance mean but life from the dead?  

• God’s plan is truly amazing – astonishing. The Jewish people reject the Gospel, 
are hardened, and this thrown away negative thing leads to the positive reality of 
reconciliation for the world. And so, shocking, negative things that you just can’t 
accept and become hardened, God through his grace can transform into a 
beautiful future.  

• Let’s not forget the truth that it was Jesus being abandoned on the cross that 
lead to salvation for the world.  If you have been hardened because of the 
discouragement of not getting what you desired, that hardening is either 
because you have forgotten or are rejecting God’s grace. That loss, too, is one 
part of God’s plan for the future, preparing you to more deeply taste the Gospel 
and more widely share God’s grace.  

 
Closing Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, we praise your holy name. We thank you for loving us and choosing us 
through Christ. Even though we rebel against you and don’t believe you, you continue 
in great patience, speaking your word to us. We thank you for Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross. Please transform our hearts, to people who trust Jesus and follow you obediently. 
Soften hard hearts that we can walk with you in all times and seasons. Use our 
weaknesses and even our sins in the advancing of your salvation plan. Please give us the 
help of the Holy Spirit, that as those around us see our faith and lives, they could know 
the wonderfulness of salvation in Christ. We pray your love will abound. In the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 


